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The Impact of the National Media on Social Capital with an Emphasis on
Social Participation
Tahmina Shams Mashhadi’, Majid Kaffashi *

Abstract

This study aimed to determine the impact of the national media on social capital with an
emphasis on social participation. To this effect, ¥4+ Iranian citizens within the age range of Y-
to Y+ living in Tehran were chosen as participants in this study in order to clarify the various
dimensions of social participation and the effect of the type and time span of the programs
broadcasted through Channel © TV on these dimensions of social participation. The study
population consisted of Y+ ¢Y people of which ¢:+ were selected through multi-stage cluster
sampling. However, only Y4+ respondents had completed the questionnaires. This research
employed a survey method to collect data using a standard questionnaire to measure the
dependent variables. An expert reviewed questionnaire was constructed to measure the
independent variables which consisted of Y4 items with °-point Likert-type scales. Data was
analyzed using Pearson correlation coefficient, Independent t-test and ANOVA as well as
Multivariate regression analysis. The results showed that the types of programs broadcasted
and the amount of time the viewers spent on these programs had a significant effect on the four
dimensions of social participation which were awareness, decision-making, participation and
satisfaction.

Key words: national media, social capital, social participation
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An Analysis of the Sociological Concept of Love in Jalal ad-
Din Muhammad Balkhi‘s thoughts (Mowlana)

Amir Rahimi Dadmarzi', Habibollah Ahaghabakhsi®

Abstract

In recent years, the study of social problems have been seen as one of the most important parts
of Persian literature texts which culminated in valuable works written in this field. The aim of
this study was to analyze the sociological concept of love in Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi‘s
thoughts (Mowlana). In this study, content analysis was used to analyze the data compiled. The
research method involved analyzing the works of Mowlana and his thoughts were then
compared and contrasted in terms of sociological viewpoints with other sociologists’
comments. The statistical population consisted of famous works of Mowlana from which three
important works (Masnavi, Divan-e Shams-e Tabrizi and Fihi Ma-Fihi) were selected as this
study’s sample through targeted sampling. The results of the analysis suggests that Mowlana is
informing us that without love our social life would have no purpose or destination.

Keywords: love, Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi (Mowlana), Masnavi, Divan-e
Shams-e Tabrizi, Fihi Ma-Fihi
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