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When I learned about the book Rural Development in Iran, I was very
interested in reading it, on the one hand, because of the importance of this
subject in Iran's development history, and the Author's unique perspective
that you can see easily on academic pages. The book surely provides us
with invaluable information and knowledge, given the Author's
overqualification for such a task. Regarding the valuable advantages of this
book, one should not forget its publisher, the prestigious Routledge
Publishing House, which is part of the Taylor & Francis group.

In reviewing rural development in Iran, comprehensive books
consider Iranian rural communities and the literature of their development.
Over the last 50 years, a book that was a five-point reference for scholars
and students about rural development in Iran, The Landlord and Peasant in
Persia, written by Ann Lambton, was published by Amirkabir Publication
House many years ago. Upon reading the book, it became clear that
Professor Azkia's work offers a comprehensive analysis of rural life in Iran.
It provides insights into the experiences of rural residents and the various
developmental interventions and discusses the theoretical underpinnings
and consequences of these interventions. This in-depth and comprehensive
exploration leaves the reader feeling reassured about the depth of the
analysis, making it a must-read for anyone interested in rural development
in Iran. Moreover, the book's relevance to current issues in rural
development, such as climate change and social stratification, makes it a
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valuable resource for those seeking a deeper understanding of these
pressing concerns

This book takes a long-term look at rural life in Iran, providing a
historical context that is remarkably relevant to current issues. As we read
the book, we become familiar with rural life under two political regimes
and the experience of a revolution and an eight-year war. This feature turns
reading this book into a precious scientific adventure. Azkia structured the
book into eleven chapters and an Introduction. After an impressive
introduction informing us about the fundamental problems that the Author
distinguished, he tries to introduce the real beneficiaries of developmental
interventions in Iran during the pages of this book. The first chapter gives
a fantastic opening to the context of national development, which precedes
chapter ten by concentrating on different national development plans. The
Author dedicated the second chapter to an analytical review of rural studies
in Iran. The third and fourth chapters focus on socio-demographic
transformative features of rural areas and settlements and their patterns. In
the fifth chapter, Professor Azkia discussed the critical developmental
interventions of land reform before and after the Islamic Revolution.
Therefore, chapters five and six inform us of the rare knowledge about the
changing features of social stratification in rural Iranian areas. Centralism
is the most essential political feature of the Iranian experience of
development, which is discussed in chapter seven. The feature of
centralism inevitably leads us to social participation and bottom-up
developmental approaches and experiments in chapter eight. Iran suffered
from climate change, global warming, and inefficient understanding and
management of precious environmental resources, which Azkia pays
attention to in chapter nine. Chapter eleven contains Azkia's final words
about the rural development experience in Iran, based on external and
internal influences.
Given the unique characteristics of Azkia, the book "Rural Development
in Iran, 1960-2020" is a precious gift for all social researchers, sociologists,
and scholars interested in Iran and the Middle East, which well illustrates
and analyzes the process of the collapse of Iranian rural communities and
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their transfer to the outskirts of large cities. Its comprehensive analysis and
insights make it a valuable resource for young researchers seeking a deeper
understanding of rural development. More importantly, it has the potential
to inspire further research in this field, motivating scholars to delve deeper
into the complexities of rural development in Iran. It is worth noting that
the Persian version of this book, translated by Dr. Hossein Imani Jajarami,
is being processed and published by Tehran University Press.
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