VE Pl [ s osbadfaha j gl Jlw o AU dzala EWiA g5
Journal of Sociological Researches, 2025 (Spring), Vol.19, No.1
DOI: 10.71854/s0¢.2025-1207254

Explaining the cultural and social indicators affecting tourism development in
the industrial city of Asaluyeh

Hossein Ahmadi 0000-0009=2348-2549
PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Bushehr,Iran

Gholamreza Jafarinia! 0000-0002-4858-1399
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad University, Bushehr, Iran

Ali Shams al-Dini 0000-0001-9757-4331
Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Shiraz Branch, Azad Islamic
Institute, Shiraz, Iran

Abstract:

In this study, the local cultural and social indicators of the Assaluyeh region will be discussed, as
well as those that are effective in developing tourism. The data collection method is a survey. The
data collection tool is a randomly distributed questionnaire among the participants. The statistical
population in this study includes all tourism experts in the city of Assaluyeh, hoteliers, tourists in
the town of Assaluyeh, etc. The age range is from 18 to 60 years old, 5742 people, and the sample
size is 360 people, considering the statistical population by simple probability. In this study, the
questionnaire on cultural dimensions of tourism development by Javadian (2013) and the
questionnaire on social dimensions of tourism development by Benta et al. (2012) and Sharpley and
Telfer (2012) were used. The validity of the questionnaires was determined through convergent
validity, and the reliability of the questionnaires was determined using Cronbach's alpha, which was
more than 7. The research hypotheses were tested using SPSS 26 and Smart PLS 4 software. The
results showed that cultural indicators, including language, customs and festivals, literature and
mythical figures, architecture, ethnic diversity, religions and rituals, tourism development and
strengthening, and social indicators, including quality of life, facilities and amenities, local
community participation, crowding and congestion, responsibility, social solidarity, social
resilience, social support, and institutional trust have a significant impact on the development and
strengthening of the tourism industry in the city of Asaluyeh, and the rate of this effectiveness is
87.8 percent. All dimensions of development are affected by the cultural and social dimensions of
the present study. The main question of this research: What cultural and social factors are effective
in the growth or decline of tourism in Asaluyeh? Tourism development in Asaluyeh is considered an
effective factor in combating poverty, leading to economic prosperity and, as a result, improving the
quality of life of people and increasing social welfare. It also familiarizes other communities with
the culture and values of Asaluyeh. Good cultural and social communication and relationships are
established.
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