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Abstract This article analyzes the discourse of religious neo-thought during the final two decades
of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's reign, relying on the views of Ali Shariati, Taleghani, and Bazargan.
The research method was the discourse analysis method of Laclau and Mouffe. Analytical texts were
selected from innovative thinkers' written works and speeches and analyzed in a judgmental and
purposeful manner. The results showed that the multiplicity of intellectual currents characterizes this
period and sub-discourses against the established order based on the authoritarian and retrospective
developmental discourse. They encountered the hegemony of the established archaic discourse that
sought to de-religious social life and a range of Marxist, nationalist, and liberal ideas. These
competing discourses were popular among the urban and educated middle classes and even the
industrial working class, a product of increasing development due to abundant oil revenues. In such
a situation, the dominant aspect of their neo-thinking is strategic new-thinking. Although we can
recognize examples of rethinking in religious knowledge, such as the category of ijtihad and shura
in the thought of Ali Shariati and Seid Mahmood Taleghani, examples of invoking religious figures
and concepts to alienate and mythologize a discourse that placed living, dynamic, and militant Islam
in the center of his discourse configuration is more prominent in their works. Considering the
multiplicity of competing intellectual currents, the religious neo-thinkers in this period paid less
attention to epistemological effort, and most of their intellectual effort was spent on strategic
thinking to compete in such an environment. In addition to othering the established system and
competing over empty signifiers such as justice and freedom with powerful Marxist and liberal
discourses and trying to stabilize them in their discourse order, they othered the traditional reading
of Islam.
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