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Abstract:

In this research, we try to realize how women without spouses redefine their gender
identity; we would like to know how motherhood plays a role in the new gender identity.
In modern Iran, there is a group of mothers without a spouse. | conducted research in the
two neighborhoods of Afsaria and Abbasabad in Tehran. The research method is a
grounded theory approach. Semi-structured interviews gathered data and also observation.
Findings show that women who lost their spouses go through a period of grief and
mourning. | categorized them into three groups: happy widows, sad widows, and wonders
widows. Happy widows categorize dependent women, persistent women, and independent
women. Women without spouses redefine their identity in a new position. How they
redefine their maternal identity is influenced by the socioeconomic and cultural resources
at their disposal. Based on this, women without a husband could be understood into five
paradigms: perished woman, dependent woman, Wandering woman, persistent woman,
and independent woman. The process of redefining the gender identity of women without
a spouse suggests that maternal identity is not an individual and physical matter, but it is
a kind of social construct and is influenced by the situation in which the individual lives.
Key Words: Motherhood, Divorcees, Widows, Redefine gender Identity.
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