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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of the present study is a comprehensive review over current
international research about the role of morality in the professional development of accountants.

Method: This study is practical research in scientometrics and was conducted using co-word
and co-author analysis. The research statistical population consisted of all scientific works under
the subject of morality in the professional development of accountants among which 608 papers
indexed in the Web of Science during 1971-2022 were chosen and analyzed by VOS viewer.

Results: The results of co-word and co-author analysis revealed that the words “morality”,
“performance”, and “management” are among the most frequent terms under the subject of
professional development of accountants and that the U.S by publishing 47 articles in this regard,
has had the highest contribution. Besides, based on co-word results as well as scientific cooperation
of countries, it is determined that the term “morality” is often related to the terms “responsibility”,
“trade morality”, and “performance”. Furthermore, in the co-author map of countries, Iran’s
absence is quite noticeable. Some countries like Bahrain and Azerbaijan are passing the initial
stage of their puberty in this regard.

Conclusion: Reviewing publication procedure of papers conveys that scientific productions in
the realm of morality under the subject of accountants’ professional development has had a
decreasing trend.
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