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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to review the theory of political sovereignty of Wali-
e Faqih (jurist ruler) in the jurisprudential idea of Mulla Ahmad Naragi based on his book
'Ava'ed al-Ayyam. The research method is descriptive-analytic and the results showed that
Mulla Ahmad Naragi is the first jurist who has seriously and fundamentally dealt with the
theory of Welayat-e Faqgih and discussed the total authority and power of the jurist during the
Age of Absence. Therefore, what distinguishes Naragi as a unique jurist is his claim and
proposal of the theory of Welayat-e Fagih denoting government and political leadership.
Through introducing different aspects of the theory of Welayat-e Faqgih and bringing evidence
for them, he has left former jurists and authoritative interpreters of the religious law behind
and has revived Shi'ite political theory by giving a special and new manifestation to that.
Thus, his perception of the political sovereignty of Wali-e Fagih per se created a new move in
the realm of jurisprudence so that Welayat-e Fagih found a new structure and gradually
turned into a dominant and common theory in jurists' discussion about political ideology.
Therefore, although the theory of political sovereignty of Wali-e Fagih proposed by Mulla
Ahmad Naragi during the Qajar dynasty was mostly theoretical and idealistic, it turned to be
one of the most influential political beliefs in later periods so that the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran in 1978 has been the manifestation of that perspective in Shi'ite political
jurisprudence.
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