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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the relationship between ethics and politics in one
of the noticeable governmental eras in Christian Europe during the Middle Ages, that is to say
Charlemagne’s reign. This research aims to answer the following research questions: Was politics during
Charlemagne’s reign based on the accurate observation of ethical principles inferred from Christianity?
How much ethical and religious principles were effective on Charlemagne’s decision making and
political function? The conceptual framework of the study is based on two likely relationships between
ethics and politics, that is ethical politics and political ethics as the underlying criteria for the analysis of
Charlemagne’s measures and functions. The method of the study was descriptive analysis and the results
showed that despite theoretical advices of Christianity in terms of observing ethics in politics,
Charlemagne did not really adhere to moral rules during his reign and his practical politics was based on
meeting personal interests even at the cost of violating ethical principles.
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