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Abstract

The discourse of the Islamic Revolution, through the construction of “otherness” and the
establishment of hegemony over the patrimonial discourse of the Pahlavi regime, generated a
new political order and culture within the political sphere of contemporary Iran. According to
the principles of discourse analysis, political culture—by directing the attitudes and behaviors of
a society’s citizens in political interactions and processes—possesses the capacity to enhance the
soft power of a political system in confronting emerging threats posed by adversaries. The core
question of this study is: From the viewpoint of the Supreme Leader (magam-e mu‘azzam-e
rahbari), how can political culture contribute to the production of soft power? The methodology
of this research is descriptive-analytical. Drawing upon the analytical theory of Ernesto Laclau
and Chantal Mouffe, and based on the statements of the Supreme Leader, the study identifies the
central nodal point (dal-e markazi) of “pure Islam” (al-Islam al-naqi) and the floating signifiers
(dawal-e shenavar) of the Islamic Revolutionary discourse—namely, rationality (‘aqlaniyyah),
justice (‘adalah), freedom (hurriyyah), and the negation of domination (nafy al-sultah)—and
investigates the components of the desired political culture (i.e., participatory) across three
dimensions: cognitive attitude, emotional attitude, and value-based attitude. The participatory
political culture is grounded in the requisites of the Republic of the Believers (jumhari-ye
mu’'minin), which, through its soft and mentally persuasive nature, formulates the model of
divine-popular legitimacy, political participation, political authority, political insight (basirah
siyast), and national resistance as constitutive dimensions of soft power and the consolidation of
the hegemony of the Islamic Republic within the contestation of international relations and the
collision of national interests.
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