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Abstract

For decades, media propaganda has been employed as a powerful tool to shape public opinion and
influence global policies, significantly affecting decision-making processes. News narratives and
reports target the general public and are sometimes misleading. This study, utilizing content analysis
and referencing news reports from CNN and BBC extracted from their websites, examines the
propaganda employed by these two media outlets in the Iranian nuclear crisis following the U.S.
violation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) from May 2018 to December 2024. Of
the total 1,276 selected news reports, interviews, and analytical pieces related to Iran's nuclear program
during the specified period, 529 (41.5%) were sourced from CNN, and 747 (58.5%) from BBC. All
evidence (100%) was directly extracted from these two media outlets' websites, ensuring the
authenticity and firsthand nature of the sources while providing new insights into various topics and
events related to Iran's nuclear program. This study seeks to answer two fundamental questions: (1)
What role have BBC and CNN played in portraying an accurate image of Iran's nuclear issue after the
U.S. violation of the JCPOA, and within what framework has this role been performed? (2) What are
the similarities and differences in their roles in reflecting the issue? The research hypotheses are as
follows: (1) These media outlets have played a decisive role in shaping policymakers' decisions
regarding Iran's nuclear issue; (2) These media outlets, based on their governing ideologies, have
adopted different approaches to the subject. Specifically, BBC, with a biased, targeted, and indirect
perspective, seeks to persuade its audience and subtly convey its hidden objectives in a particular
direction; in contrast, CNN presents the issue in a direct, transparent, and relatively impartial manner,
aiming to present its purpose more explicitly, with somewnhat realistic and reasonably persuasive
arguments. The findings confirm the above hypotheses. In other words, different propaganda strategies
have been observed in these two media outlets concerning Iran's nuclear issue in the post-JCPOA era.
BBC, employing black propaganda, not only explicitly describes Iran's nuclear program as a crisis but
also portrays the situation as highly dangerous and fragile, depicting the JCPOA as effectively
collapsed and reinforcing doubts through rhetorical questioning. Meanwhile, CNN has adopted a gray
propaganda approach, with overall evidence suggesting its effort to maintain neutrality, revive the
JCPOA, consider both sides, and present a relatively clear and optimistic image of the agreement.
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1. Name calling

2. Glittering generality
3. Transfer device

4. Testimonials

5. Bandwagon

6. Appeal to Authority
7. Overt propaganda

8. Direct propaganda

9. Covert propaganda
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