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Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran became a focal point for reviving and disseminating the
religious identity of the Shi‘ah—and more broadly, the religious identity of Muslims—and led
to the emergence of Shi‘T states and movements in the Middle East, thereby transforming the
region’s balance of power. This study aims to answer the question: What is the role of Shi‘i
ideology in altering the balance of power in the Middle East? Employing a descriptive-analytical
method, the findings show that the Islamic Revolution of Iran influenced contemporary Islamic
political movements by instilling in them the courage and determination to resist and assert that
Islam does not belong exclusively to any single nation, but rather seeks the salvation of the
deprived and the oppressed. Moreover, the values and doctrinal principles of Shi'T jurisprudence
prompted the Shi‘ah in Iran—qguided by powerful religious leadership—to react to the status
quo, leading to the Islamic Revolution. Concurrently, the Islamic Revolution of Iran expanded
the sphere of Shi‘i influence across the Middle East.
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