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Analyzing the impact of the soft power of sports diplomacy on Iran-
US relations: a case study of volleyball diplomacy

Abstract:

The use of sports and sports diplomacy has recorded a documented experience in the history of world
sports diplomacy. Sports has been a diplomatic tool in recent years and sports diplomacy is considered
one of the most key methods of soft power formation and countries are trying to reduce tensions in various
social, political, economic and Create a culture with other actors. The relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the United States of America have faced many challenges in the last few decades.
The presence of the national teams of the Islamic Republic of Iran, especially volleyball, in international
events such as the World Volleyball League and the Olympic Games has created an opportunity for sports
to improve Iran's status and even reduce tension with Iran's long-standing enemy, the United States. Now
the question is, what is the impact of the soft power of sports diplomacy on Iran-US relations? In the
hypothesis, it is stated that the influence of the soft power of sports diplomacy causes a relative
improvement of cultural-sports relations between Iran and the United States of America. In this article,
using the documentary method, relying on written library sources and articles, it has been examined. The
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results indicate that the theoretical framework of soft power has shown that it has helped to improve
cultural-sports relations between Iran and the United States at critical times and at the lowest cost.

Keywords: United States of America, Islamic Republic of Iran, Sports Diplomacy, Soft Power, Volleyball
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