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Abstract

This research was conducted to evaluate and analyze the regeneration of the central district of Tabriz,
adopting a smart growth approach in line with the sustainable development of vulnerable neighborhoods
in Region 8. As an applied study, it employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library
research. The study's statistical population consists of experts and residents of the central urban area. In
the first phase, the Delphi method was utilized by consulting experts, while in the second phase, data
were analyzed using structural equation modeling with SPSS and AMOS software. The findings indicate
that, in the current situation, the scales of design, pedestrian-oriented development, and intergenerational
justice have been implemented. In contrast, the three indicators of management and productivity,
sustainable development, and value-creating jobs remain at a potential stage. Additionally,
environmental and cultural indicators have played a significant role—both directly and indirectly—in
regeneration through the smart growth approach. Therefore, for the regeneration of Tabriz's central
district, the examined indicators should be applied in an integrated and simultaneous manner within
central urban redevelopment projects to achieve smart sustainability. Institutional indicators (with a
score of 2.41) and economic indicators (2.20) demonstrate a similar status. A positive and significant
relationship between smart growth and regeneration indicators was confirmed with 99% confidence.
Keywords: urban regeneration, smart growth, sustainability, central context, 8th area of Tabriz
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