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AbstractAbstract
The contemporary philosopherThe contemporary philosopher Paul Grice proposes that four  Paul Grice proposes that four 

key maxims—quantity, quality, relationkey maxims—quantity, quality, relation, and manner—govern , and manner—govern 
conversational interaction. Adhering to these maxims facilitatesconversational interaction. Adhering to these maxims facilitates mutual  mutual 
understanding and enhances communication. According to Grice, the understanding and enhances communication. According to Grice, the 
principleprinciple of cooperation is realized through conversation and can be  of cooperation is realized through conversation and can be 
appliedapplied in analyzing dialogues within literary texts. For this purpose,  in analyzing dialogues within literary texts. For this purpose, 
thethe novel  novel The Thief and the DogsThe Thief and the Dogs by Naguib Mahfouz, a by Naguib Mahfouz, a prominent  prominent 
figure in Arabic fiction, has been selected. Mahfouz consistentlyfigure in Arabic fiction, has been selected. Mahfouz consistently 
employs a distinctive spoken style for his characters, allowing thememploys a distinctive spoken style for his characters, allowing them to  to 
conceal their true intentions behind their words. This articleconceal their true intentions behind their words. This article analyzes  analyzes 
the various types of dialogue among the characters inthe various types of dialogue among the characters in the novel and  the novel and 
investigates the extent to which the protagonistinvestigates the extent to which the protagonist violates Grice’s four  violates Grice’s four 
maxims. The study aims to identifymaxims. The study aims to identify which maxims are most frequently  which maxims are most frequently 
flouted by the main characterflouted by the main character and in what order. and in what order.
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