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Abstract

Any discourse that seeks to examine history and speak of distortion, legitimacy, and identity
inevitably must analyze ideology and utopia. Although the breadth of definitions for ideology
makes its understanding within the framework of a specific approach impossible, utopia, in
confronting ideology, possesses dynamism, historicity, and a displacing character. Paul
Ricoeur, the contemporary French thinker, expanded the examination and study of discourse
by investigating ideology and utopia. The structure of this article has two stages: First, by
employing the sociological ideas and views of Max Weber, it analyzes the intellectual system
and ideology of the Safavids and their supporters in two aspects: claim and belief. Then,
focusing on the findings and results of Ricoeur's studies, it shows how the Shi'ite religion in
the Safavid government, as a utopia, created a space for adaptation within the realities
governing the society of Khuzestan between 4:V-YYYe AH (approx. Y+ -YV)Y AD) and
revealed many of the hidden and apparent value additions resulting from ideology. The
method of this article is analytical-interpretive with an interdisciplinary studies approach. The
research result is that the Shi'ite religion in that period, as a possible affair and
comprehensive policy, the dominant reality over the history and society of Khuzestan, left an
undeniable impact on the perspective and insight of its scholars.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The fundamental goal of this article is to promote and disseminate interdisciplinary studies in
research related to historical discussions. Supported by such studies, history is considered not
merely as the variable narratives of predecessors, but as a collection of social tensions full of
ideology and utopia, giving the researcher the opportunity to analyze its discursive aspects
and examine subjects with a scientific perspective.

The hypothesis of the article is that the Shi'ite religion played an important role in the
formation of social discourses during the Safavid period, and the reflection of these
discourses is feasible in the analysis of the ideologies and utopias of the supporters of the
Safavid government. Now the question arises: What was this discourse like in the vast and
influential region of Khuzestan? What impact did the Shi'ite religion have on the history of
Khuzestan?

To answer these questions, we have constructed our research model based on the studies
of Paul Ricoeur and examined the discursive function of ideology and utopia on three levels.
He believes that the action and agency of governments are effective in the formation of the
ideology and utopia of society and lead to the formation and development of belief, claims,
and the resulting value additions among supporters and opponents.

Method

This research, using the analytical-interpretive method and relying on interdisciplinary
studies, has dealt with the discourse analysis of the belief, ideology, claim, and utopia arising
from the Shi'ite religion among the supporters and opponents of the Safavid government in
the history of the vast Khuzestan region. It has examined and analyzed a significant portion
of the documents and existing research in the archive of the Central Library of Tehran, which
pertain to the beginning to the end of Safavid rule. Then, using Ricoeur's integrated model in
the analysis of historical and social discourses, it has critiqued and reviewed its findings.

Results

Studying the subjects and influential topics in history with the modern perspectives of
thinkers opens new windows and horizons of the science of history for the reader and shows
that history 1s not merely the narration and recounting of events and incidents; rather, behind
these events and narratives lie hidden discussions that, through discourse analysis, can answer
many questions and hypotheses.

The history of the Shi'ite religion during the Safavid rule is an example of such
challenging subjects that, despite numerous narratives, still holds important and hidden
points. Using the modern method of studies by the contemporary French thinker, Paul
Ricoeur, this article attempted to analyze the discourse of a subject that most researchers have
paid less attention to in their investigations. Ideology and utopia are the central axes of this
subject, which were expected to form the basis of an important discourse by creating belief
and claims among the supporters and opponents of the Shi'ism intended by the Safavids.

Although experts state that history is always the site of political challenges and
sociological discussions, and one can never consider history devoid of the actions and
reactions of the ruling power, i.e., politics, as well as the internal and external aspects of
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society, the interdisciplinary study of history with politics and sociological knowledge is a
novel approach in the humanities. In the methodology of history, there is a consensus that
society is both a structure and a historically structuring process that gives structural direction
to actions and distinguishes them from personal and individual orientations; for this reason,
without a model and structuralist theory about society and action, one cannot study history
and its discussions and subjects.

Relying on the discussed topics, this research examined some dimensions and discursive
aspects of the Safavid government in the two domains of ideology and utopia and reached the
conclusion that the Safavid kings, especially Shah Ismail I, had an ideological view of
religion. He, who was raised in a Sufi family and nurtured in the atmosphere of a Khanqgah,
attributed special authority, religious leadership, and depth to the religious and
epistemological perspectives and insights of his ancestors. His fortune and luck were that the
Qizilbash, a group of extremist Turkomans from central and southern Anatolia, accompanied
him in this ideology and claim. The belief and adherence of the Qizilbash to the claims and
thoughts of the Safavids were so prominent and strong that it can easily be said that if the
Qizilbash had not assisted the Safavids in administering the government, the fall of the
Safavid rule would have been inevitable.

The rise to power of the Afsharids, who themselves were a more moderate group than the
Qizilbash of the Safavids, is proof of this claim. The ideology derived from Safavid Sufism
was so dominant and prevailing that in the Khuzestan region of that time, one can find great
families and scholars who were supporters of the Safavids. Qazi Nurallah Shushtari, the
Musha'sha'iyan family, and the Ra'asiyan are examples of these supporters. Another result
obtained from this research was that based on the approaches of Max Weber and Paul
Ricoeur, the Safavid ideology had created a void and suspension, under the shadow of which
a hidden discourse was formed. This latter discourse was the utopia of forming an Iranian
state after nearly a thousand years in Iran. The main architect realizing this utopia was Shah
Ismail I Safavi. The importance of this utopia and its trace in history has caused most
researchers to refer to the Safavid government as a national and religious renaissance. The
national credibility of Iranians was a vulnerable void that Shah Ismail filled. However, unjust
religious prejudices, symbolic and metaphorical imaginations of the superhuman nature of
Safavid kings, the heavy prevalence of superstitions and supra-material beliefs of the
Qizilbash, after about two centuries, led to the decline and destruction of this government.

Finally, the Shi'ite religion, despite justifying authority, legitimacy, and the resulting value
additions for the Safavid kings, caused the growth of beliefs and ideologies that gradually
provided the grounds for the deviation and fall of this government. The opponents, relying on
this weakness, put forward utopian claims about the inefficiency of the Safavid kings in the
Khuzestan region — which was one of the four strategic regions during the Safavid period in
Iran. Examining this conflict of ideas, supports, and oppositions in the Khuzestan region
shows a general picture of the dominant discourse of the society of that era.

Conclusion

Nowadays, attention to interdisciplinary studies broadens the reader's awareness for
discussing and reflecting on historical issues and subjects and shows the place of the
emergence and growth of discourses that are formed following the ideologies and utopias of
supporters and opponents. The goal of this article was to process and analyze one of the most
important discourses in the Khuzestan region during the Safavid rule.
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Although employing this research method is difficult and challenging due to the vastness
of documents, sources, and historical subjects, the fruitful results obtained from integrating
developed ideas in other humanities fields with history are interesting and noteworthy.
Hence, it is suggested that researchers expand the scope of research in history by conducting
interdisciplinary studies.

A search into the background of research conducted on the most important and
fundamental subject of the Safavid rule period — namely, the official declaration of the Shi'ite
religion—shows that few articles have analyzed this subject from an interdisciplinary
perspective. This is while discussing the belief and claims of the supporters and opponents of
this movement is incomplete without using sociological, political, and philosophical views
and theories. It is the integrated method that Paul Ricoeur primarily applied in his research
and provided a model for modern studies.
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Abstract

Conservation of archaeological sites today extends far beyond the mere physical preservation
of historical remains. It incorporates interpretation, presentation, and engagement with the
public to communicate cultural, historical, and social significance. A key contemporary
strategy to achieve these goals is the development of site museums, which preserve artifacts
in situ while providing accessibility, education, and meaningful interaction with visitors. This
study identifies and systematizes criteria for establishing effective site museums that balance
preservation with public engagement. Through a comprehensive review of international
charters, scholarly literature, and Iranian case studies, the research formulates a framework
emphasizing authenticity, integrity, and participatory interpretation, ensuring sustainable
conservation of archaeological sites and their landscapes.
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Introduction

Archaeological sites represent critical repositories of human history, reflecting the social,
cultural, economic, and spiritual dimensions of past civilizations. These sites not only provide
evidence of historical developments but also embody the intangible values and collective
memory of local communities. Preserving these locations within their original spatial and
environmental contexts is essential for maintaining authenticity and allowing visitors to
experience historical continuity. This study highlights the importance of site museums as
interpretive spaces, which enable on-site engagement with heritage, reducing the adverse
effects of artifact relocation. Despite increasing interest in cultural tourism and heritage
promotion, Iran lacks an integrated framework for establishing site museums. Therefore, this
research aims to identify universal criteria, guided by both international standards and local
realities, to enhance preservation, interpretation, and community involvement. The study
focuses on four primary research questions: (1) What principles govern the conservation of
archaeological sites in situ? (¥) How can site museums effectively integrate interpretation and
visitor engagement? () Which criteria ensure the sustainability of site museums in Iranian
contexts? (£) How can international conservation practices be adapted to local heritage
management policies?

Method

This research applied a descriptive-analytical methodology in three phases. First, an
extensive review of international charters, including the Burra Charter (Y+)Y), Nara
Document (Y34¢), Salalah Charter (Y+)°), Québec Declaration (Y+ +A), and EXARC Charter
(Y+VV), was conducted to extract universal principles of site conservation, interpretation, and
public engagement. Second, the study reviewed theoretical literature on heritage preservation,
authenticity, and interpretation, particularly the works of Riegl (Y%+Y), Simon (Y+:)+),
Yukilehto (Y++7), and Hudson (Y++Y), providing conceptual foundations for site museums.
Third, five Iranian case studies—Pandiyan, Dragas, Vestemin, Sialk, and Hegmataneh—were
analyzed to assess practical applications, challenges, and successes in site museum
management. Data were synthesized to identify recurring themes, gaps, and opportunities for
improvement. Triangulation of theoretical principles, international standards, and empirical
observations allowed the formulation of adaptable and evidence-based criteria suitable for
various archaeological contexts. Observations focused on conservation techniques,
interpretation strategies, visitor accessibility, and environmental management practices, while
comparative analysis enabled the identification of contextualized guidelines for site museum
development.

Results

The study revealed three primary components essential for the establishment of successful
site museums: preservation in situ, interpretation and presentation, and integration of
landscape and cultural context.

Preservation in Situ: Sites maintained in their original location ensure authenticity,
integrity, and continuity. In the Iranian case studies, Pandiyan and Dragas demonstrated
exemplary physical conservation, although visitor amenities were insufficient. Sialk and
Vestemin revealed the impact of environmental hazards and inadequate management on site
preservation. Hegmataneh illustrated the benefits of combining physical preservation with
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modern technological tools, including YD reconstructions and digital monitoring.
Preservation in situ also mitigates risks associated with artifact relocation, such as loss of
contextual meaning and visitor disconnect from site history.

Presentation and Interpretation: Effective site museums employ multi-sensory,
participatory approaches. Exhibits must provide layered narratives, including tangible
artifacts and intangible cultural meanings. Technologies such as augmented reality,
multimedia displays, guided tours, and interactive workshops enhance visitor engagement.
Findings indicate that Iranian sites currently face limitations in interpretation infrastructure
and educational programming. For example, Vestemin and Sialk lack coherent signage and
interactive systems, whereas Hegmataneh incorporates guided programs and digital
storytelling. Presentation strategies directly influence visitor comprehension, fostering a
meaningful connection between contemporary audiences and historical contexts.

Landscape and Cultural Integration: Archaeological sites are inseparable from their
natural and built environments. Maintaining the landscape ensures the continuity of cultural
memory and preserves the ecological context critical for site authenticity. This includes
topographical features, vegetation patterns, surrounding architecture, and local cultural
practices. Across case studies, sites with poorly managed landscapes suffered both
environmental degradation and diminished interpretive value. Successful models, like
Hegmataneh, demonstrate integrated approaches, balancing conservation, accessibility, and
landscape management, while emphasizing local community participation and cultural
continuity.

The Role of Community and Sustainability: Community involvement emerged as a vital
determinant of long-term sustainability. Integrating local guides, artisans, and educators
ensures socio-economic benefits, strengthens cultural stewardship, and enhances visitor
experience. Sustainable site museums require careful balancing of tourism development,
environmental preservation, and cultural education, thereby transforming heritage sites into
living institutions rather than static displays.

Conclusion
Based on the synthesis of theoretical literature, international charters, and Iranian case
studies, the study proposes seven core criteria for establishing effective site museums:
. Authenticity and Integrity: Preserve original materials, spatial configuration, and
environmental coherence to maintain the historical truth of the site.
Y. Landscape Awareness: Recognize sites as cultural and ecological continuums,
integrating natural, built, and social dimensions.
v. In Situ Conservation: Prioritize minimal intervention and reversible preservation
methods to safeguard artifacts in their original context.
¢. Interpretation and Education: Provide accessible, accurate, and engaging narratives
that connect visitors to tangible and intangible heritage.
o. Community Participation: Involve local populations as active stewards, ensuring

cultural continuity and shared responsibility.
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1. Sustainability: Integrate environmental, socio-economic, and cultural considerations
to maintain long-term site viability.

V. Monitoring and Evaluation: Implement adaptive management frameworks for
continuous improvement and responsive preservation strategies.

The findings suggest that successful site museums achieve a balance between scientific
accuracy, visitor engagement, and cultural continuity. By fostering a holistic understanding of
archaeological sites, these museums act as laboratories for heritage education, public
participation, and sustainable conservation. In the Iranian context, adopting these criteria
could transform fragmented practices into integrated systems, aligning local heritage
management with international standards. Ultimately, site museums are not merely
architectural additions but extensions of the archaeological experience itself, offering
immersive, educational, and sustainable connections between past and present.

Consideration Ethical

All site analyses and interpretations in this research adhered to ethical standards,
respecting the cultural, religious, and historical values of the local communities.
Recommendations emphasize non-invasive techniques, informed consent for community
involvement, and sensitivity toward cultural heritage preservation.
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abstract

“Modernization” refers to the process of social changes that were based on the European experience
and aimed at transforming traditional societies into modern and developed ones. It involved adopting
modernity and its principles, which led Western societies to undergo significant transformations. The
social changes in the West were indeed guided by a theoretical framework and followed a clear
direction, characterized by substantial structural and foundational changes through the implementation
of reforms.

However, the modernization and reforms in Iran lacked a clear and coherent theoretical foundation.
They were influenced by an imported ideology of modernization, leading to a form of pseudo-
modernization in Iran. These changes were superficial, deviant, and incomplete, rather than
comprehensive, fundamental, and structural. Although they took the society out of traditionalism, they
failed to transform it into a modern and developed society.
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“The Clash of Tradition and Modemity in the Cultural Initiatives of the First Pahlavi Era with
Emphasis on Historical Backgrounds YYY+-)¥+£7),

The services provided during the reign of the First Pahlavi in the areas of creating security, saving Iran
from the threat of disintegration, preserving the territorial integrity of Iran, establishing modern
institutions in the realms of administration, military, education, universities, and judiciary, cannot be
denied. However, a major flaw in the cultural policy of the era of Reza Shah was the disregard for the
interconnectedness of various cultural factors and the embrace of superficial aspects of modern
civilization while neglecting the profound cultural and political foundations. The infiltration of this
pseudo-modernism and false renewal hindered the adoption of genuine civil and cultural principles.
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Introduction

Generally, researches concerning the jihad fatwas during the Russo-Persian War (YA Y-YAYA)
address the outcome and function of the fatwas. One group considers the fatwas as the cause
of Iran's defeat in the second period of the wars, while another group rejects this outcome.
Thus, a research confrontation has emerged. One group of researchers considers the issuance
of the fatwas as a spontaneous movement by the ulama (scholars), and another group
attributes it to a suggestion by the government. However, less attention is paid to the problem
of the fatwas from the perspective of the text of the fatwas themselves. For a simple reason:
because less attention is paid to the "type of confrontation" of the ulama with the situation of
the Russian invasion. But the hypothesis of this research is that the problematic of the ulama
during the war was a result of how the Russian invasion became meaningful for them.
Because, in our view, if the issuance of jihad fatwas is examined as a situation, the
perspective of the issuers of the fatwas must first be examined. Because history, before being
the historical events that have occurred, is the mentality and perspective of the elements that
have formed the events. Therefore, the question of this research is: what was the problem of
the jihad fatwas from the perspective of their texts?

Method

The method of this research was the historical research method with a qualitative approach.
The analysis of the jihad fatwas in this research was conducted by considering the historical
lived experience of the ulama, and the fatwas were examined from the perspective of the
fatwa texts themselves.

Results

As Kant believed, we do not know objects-in-themselves, but rather we know their
representations; the same applies to historical situations. We know the representation of
situations. Therefore, pursuing contradictions regarding how the fatwas were issued will not
lead to historical certainty. This is because there are two sets of historical accounts. Some
accounts have attributed the issuance of the fatwas to the theory (or plan) of Mirza Bozorg
and Abbas Mirza. Other accounts have described the declaration of jihad as an incitement by
the ulama. According to documents and sources, both sets of accounts are both correct and
incorrect. This is because the accounts were provided by reporters who perceived a
representation of the situation. However, with every contradiction, no change occurs in the
issuance of the fatwas as a historical situation. This situation did happen. Thus, the problem
is: how did this situation become a situation? What was the problem of the fatwas? This
problem must be understood from the perspective of the ulama. This problem should not be
derived from the representation of historical accounts. It must be derived from the very text of
the fatwas themselves.

If the meaning of the Russian invasion for the Shah and the Crown Prince was an attack on
the territory of their monarchy, for the ulama it did not carry this meaning. According to the
text of the fatwas, the meaning of the invasion for the ulama was the meaning of an invasion
by unbelievers into the lands of Islam. This meaning is explicitly stated numerous times in the
text of the fatwas. Therefore, the problem for the ulama was not the reclamation of the Shah's
territory. Their problem was the defense of the lands of Islam and the expulsion of the
unbelievers. However, in solving this problem, they encountered another problem. At that
time, they lacked an organization or institution. According to reports from contemporary
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observers, the number of senior ulama was fewer than ten. This small number was also
scattered across the country. Therefore, the idea of the ulama's convergence with the Shah
does not align with historical realities. The ulama were only able to gain power several
decades later. Furthermore, due to their lack of an organization, they also lacked a defense
mechanism. Even the government itself lacked such a mechanism and was incapable of
defense. Consequently, by expanding the theory of jihad, they granted the Shah permission to
wage jihad. By expanding the idea of the general deputies (na'ebane-am) of the Twelfth Imam
of the Shi'a, they, on behalf of the Imam, granted the Shah permission for jihad. In the jihad
fatwas, the phrase "permission for jihad" is used. However, simultaneously, it also carried the
meaning of a "request for jihad." This meaning was relative to the hope they placed in the
Shah. It was a hope for the Shah to expel the unbelievers. In their view, the Shah could be the
agency that would solve their problem. Given the realities of the time, there could be no other
hope. Therefore, the phrase "permission for jihad," before being an indication of the ulama's
convergence with the Shah, signifies the ulama's hope for the salvation of their own kind.

Conclusion

The problem of the fatwas was relative to a type of perception that was lived. The problem of
the jihad fatwas was not jihad itself. Likewise, the problem was not merely the invasion of
unbelievers into the lands of Islam. The invasion of unbelievers into the lands of Islam was
what constructed the problem. And jihad was the solution for resolving the problem. The
problem was the realization of a vision of Islamic lands free from the presence of unbelievers.

The importance of guarding the borders of Islam has historical roots extending back to the
beginning of Islam. This importance was reproduced during the Russian invasion because
Islamic identity was contingent upon this reproduction. Therefore, achieving a vision free
from the presence of unbelievers was the problem that occupied the mentality of the fatwa
issuers.
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Abstract

Despite the violence, ruthless massacres, and even the lack of a decisive victory for
Christians, the Crusades can be considered a turning point in European history, that led to
new transformations in medieval Europe. Aside from the transformation in the political,
scientific, literary, artistic, and architectural fields, the most important event was the
development in the field of health and medical sciences. Europeans, who considered surgery
to be a dishonorable profession and viewed the surgeon as hated as the executioner, under the
influence of Muslim scientists and the translation of medical books, the most important of
which was IbnSina's law, and observing the treatment of warriors by Muslimphysicians,
entered a new phase to the extent that they built public baths. They built a hospital on the
order of Pope Innocent III, and used modern medical methods that were the result of the
Crusades, even long after the beginning of the Renaissance, such as using alcohol instead of
egg and rose ointment, which mostly caused wound infection. Undoubtedly, Christians,
greatly benefited from Islamic knowledge, thought in confrontation with Muslims, and
elevated it over the following centuries. Therefore, this research is an attempt to examine the
causes of the development of health and medical sciences in medieval period Europe
meanwhile the Crusades using the descriptive and analytical methods common in historical
research and relying on the available sources and books in the country.
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Extended abstract

Iranian Hygiene and Medical Sciences in Europe (Case Study: The Period of the Crusades)
The Crusades, despite their violence, brutal massacres, and even the lack of a decisive victory
for the Christians, can be considered a turning point in European history, leading to profound
transformations in medieval Europe. For two centuries, the wars between Muslims and
Christians over the conquest of Jerusalem—known as the Crusades—and involving
influential figures such as Saladin, Louis VII, Conrad III, Frederick II, and Pope Urban II,
gave rise to events whose consequences proved particularly beneficial for medieval Europe.
Beyond the political, scientific, literary, artistic, and architectural changes, these encounters
also contributed significantly to advances in hygiene and medical sciences. This study
examines the progress of ancient Iranian medical science, its impact on Islamic-era Iran, and
its influence on medieval Europe during the Crusades, through three main approaches. First,
scientific texts are reviewed: since medicine and hygiene were vital subjects in ancient Iran,
the Avesta, Vendidad, and later Shahnameh discuss diseases and methods of treatment. The
birth of Rostam provides one of the most notable medical references in the Shahnameh:
because the infant was unusually large, the Simurgh instructed an experienced physician to
cut Rudabeh’s side and deliver the child—what is today known as a Caesarean section. These
sciences were later transmitted to Islamic Iran, where Muslims, through effort and diligence,
expanded upon the accumulated knowledge, authored new works, and eventually transferred
this knowledge to the newly established scientific centers of Europe via Sicily, Spain, and,
especially after the Crusades. In fact, in medieval Europe, scarcely a single book existed that
was not either originally from the Islamic world or deeply influenced by it. Another vital
subject is the Bayt al-Hikmah (House of Wisdom), which greatly fostered the flourishing of
science and the expansion of Muslim knowledge. This institution played a crucial role in
transferring Iranian culture to the Arab world, and it is believed to have been perhaps the only
Iranian scientific center to survive the turmoil and disruption caused by the Arab conquests.
In the subsequent era of stability, its diverse scientific works came into Muslim hands, and its
graduates laid the foundation of medical science in the Islamic world. The treasures they left
behind were later transmitted to medieval Europe. The University of Salerno in Italy, the
oldest in Europe, was itself strongly influenced by Islamic schools. The most significant
subject of this article is treatment and healing. Europeans, who considered surgery a
dishonorable occupation—regarding surgeons as contemptible as executioners—entered a
new stage of medical science under the influence of Muslim scholars. So much so that, at the
order of Pope Innocent III, hospitals were established. Instead of using egg yolk and rose
ointment, which often caused wound infections, alcohol began to be employed. During the
Crusades, crusaders, distrustful of their own physicians, preferred to rely on Muslim doctors
for the treatment of skin diseases, digestive disorders, and other illnesses, since the care
provided by Christian physicians was often dreadful. Moreover, hygiene had been
institutionalized among Iranians since ancient times, and Islam further emphasized
cleanliness as a sign of faith. These factors led Muslims to pay particular attention to hygiene,
which they transmitted to the Crusaders as well. From the above discussion, it can be
concluded that although the Crusaders failed in their explicit mission to conquer Jerusalem,
they inadvertently absorbed the culture and civilizational thought of Muslims, ushering
Europe into a new phase. Europeans adopted Eastern clothing, sat upon carpets, became
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familiar with printing and the compass, and even employed Muslim physicians. In the
confrontation between Eastern and Western civilizations, it was ultimately the Europeans
who derived greater benefit, particularly in medical science. The study of the influence of
Iranian-Islamic sciences on medieval Europe is one of the valuable topics in historical
studies. This era, due to the transmission of knowledge through the Crusades, represents a
pivotal moment in the scientific history of Europe, especially in the fields of hygiene and
medicine. Hospitals and new methods of treatment functioned as a medium, presenting
Europeans with new concepts of healthcare and medical practice. The translation movement,
the establishment of hospitals, and the expansion of hygiene in Europe reveal the unconscious
impact of Muslims on the Crusaders. Exploring the development of hygiene and medical
sciences in Europe during this period can contribute to a better understanding of the
formation of modern medical structures in Europe. Furthermore, revisiting this knowledge
may inspire contemporary physicians and paramedics in advancing medical and healthcare
sciences. Considering the importance of studying medical history and recognizing its impact
on the progress of medieval society, this research holds both scientific and historical
significance, as well as urgency due to the scarcity of detailed studies in this field. Much has
been written about the Crusades and their consequences, with each work approaching the
subject from different perspectives. However, in most sources, the specific medical
implications for medieval Europe have not been examined analytically. In the present article,
the author aims to focus exclusively on Muslim hygiene and medical science and their effects
on Christians during the Crusades. Accordingly, this research analyzes the causes of progress
in hygiene and medical sciences in medieval Europe during the Crusades through descriptive
and analytical methods typical of historical studies, based on available sources and works in
the country. The following research questions are posed: What factors contributed to the
advancement of hygiene and medical sciences in Europe during the Crusades? To what extent
did Iranian physicians contribute to the progress of hygiene and medicine in Europe? To what
degree can the influence of Muslims on the development of hygiene and medical sciences in
the Middle Ages be examined?
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bstract

This study investigates the geopolitical and legal implications of the YVe Algiers Agreement
in shaping the territorial disputes between Iran and Iraq. The agreement, signed under
Algerian mediation, was intended to resolve long-standing conflicts concerning the Shatt al-
Arab (Arvand Rud) waterway and adjacent territories. The research aims to determine
whether such border treaties can ensure sustainable peace or merely postpone future conflicts.
Using a descriptive—analytical design and relying on historical and legal documents, the study
reveals that the Algiers Agreement provided a robust legal framework but lacked practical
enforcement and political commitment. While its adoption of the “thalweg” principle aligned
with international norms, Iraq’s later repudiation of the treaty in YA+ transformed it from a
peace instrument into a catalyst for war. The findings underscore that effective border
management requires not only legal precision but also political will, institutional continuity,
and regional collaboration. In conclusion, the research highlights that the Algiers
Agreement’s failure was not rooted in its legal structure but in the absence of mutual trust and
consistent execution, offering critical lessons for contemporary border diplomacy.

Keywords: Algiers Agreement, Iran—Iraq Conflict, Border Treaties, Thalweg Principle,
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Introduction

Borders are fundamental constructs that define state sovereignty and shape the political
geography of regions. In the Middle East, historical and colonial legacies have turned
borderlines into chronic flashpoints. The Iran—Iraq frontier exemplifies how boundaries can
serve both as lines of cooperation and confrontation. The Y3iVe Algiers Agreement
represented a landmark attempt to transform a century-long rivalry into peaceful coexistence
through legal demarcation of land and river boundaries. However, recurring conflicts after its
signature question the durability of treaty-based peace in politically volatile contexts. The
present research therefore explores how the Algiers Agreement influenced the escalation of
bilateral tensions and ultimately the outbreak of the YA +«—Y4AA war.

Method

The study adopted a descriptive—analytical method combining qualitative historical research
with legal and geopolitical interpretation. Primary data were collected from international
treaties, Iranian and Iraqi governmental archives, and academic analyses. Three theoretical
frameworks guided the analysis: (1) Border Conflict Theory, which explains how weak
institutions foster recurrent boundary disputes; (¥) Regional Security Theory, emphasizing
interdependence among neighboring states; and (V) Regime Change Instability Theory, which
highlights how revolutionary transitions destabilize pre-existing agreements. The research
examined the Algiers Agreement’s structure, implementation mechanisms, and subsequent
violations, comparing its provisions to earlier treaties such as the )4YV agreement and the
Constantinople Protocol of Y4)Y. This triangulated approach allowed for cross-validation of
findings and provided a comprehensive understanding of how legal instruments interact with
power politics in contested borderlands.

Results

The results demonstrate that the Algiers Agreement of March Y4V initially produced a short-
lived détente between Iran and Iraq. By accepting the *thalweg®* line as the boundary in the
Shatt al-Arab, both states temporarily ended a decades-long maritime dispute. Article ¥ of the
agreement defined the river’s navigable midpoint as the border, ensuring equal rights of
navigation. However, the Iraqi leadership viewed this concession as a humiliating
compromise forced by military and domestic pressures. Between Y3Ve and YAVA, several
bilateral committees successfully executed boundary demarcation, exchanged properties, and
reestablished navigation rights. Yet, Iraq deliberately delayed the final handover of contested
areas such as Zain al-Qaws and Maimak. After the )Y4V% Iranian Revolution, Baghdad
perceived ideological threats from Tehran’s revolutionary rhetoric and renewed support for
Shi’a activism within Iraq. Consequently, in September )44+, Saddam Hussein declared the
Algiers Agreement null and void, claiming that it had been imposed under duress.
Quantitative and archival data confirm that conflict triggers revolved around three core
variables: territorial sovereignty, regime security, and ideological rivalry. The statistical
relationship among these variables (F)Y,))Y)=),\V, *p*=.,+ €<+, 40) guggests that political
instability, rather than treaty design, predicted conflict recurrence. From a legal standpoint,
the Algiers Agreement incorporated international norms of equitable river sharing, yet lacked
third-party enforcement and monitoring mechanisms. From a geopolitical perspective, the
cessation of Iranian support to Kurdish insurgents after Y4Ve consolidated Iraq’s internal
authority, enabling later militarization and expansionism. The analysis of treaty outcomes
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further shows that regional agreements without durable political commitment evolve into
temporary ceasefires. Thus, while the Algiers Agreement legally resolved the Shatt al-Arab
dispute, it also institutionalized latent tensions that resurfaced under altered power dynamics.
Evidence from subsequent diplomatic exchanges in Y3Y1-Y3VY confirms that both sides
interpreted treaty clauses divergently, leading to administrative friction in boundary
verification. By YA+ these discrepancies, coupled with ideological antagonism, rendered the
treaty ineffective as a peace instrument. In essence, the agreement’s partial implementation
and politicization transformed a legal accord into a prelude to war.

Conclusion

The YdVe Algiers Agreement embodies a historical paradox: conceived as a peace treaty, it
ultimately contributed to one of the twentieth century’s longest wars. The study concludes
that the treaty’s failure was not due to legal inadequacy but to fluctuating power balances and
lack of institutional safeguards. Border treaties, especially in regions characterized by
ideological polarization and authoritarian governance, remain vulnerable to manipulation.
Effective conflict prevention requires multilayered mechanisms—continuous bilateral
dialogue, third-party monitoring, and integration of border management into broader regional
security frameworks. The case of the Algiers Agreement highlights the necessity for trust-
building and legal continuity across political transitions. For Iran and Iraq, future cooperation
over shared waterways and boundary zones must prioritize transparency, joint commissions,
and equitable access. Beyond the regional scope, this case offers valuable insights into the
broader discourse on how law, politics, and geography intertwine to produce stability or
conflict. Ultimately, sustainable peace demands depoliticization of territorial disputes,
reinforcement of international norms, and the establishment of enduring institutions that
outlast regime changes.
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Abstract

Among the important factors for the growth and prosperity of Islamic civilization and scientific
advances was the establishment of a system and proper planning in education and research. Material
and spiritual support for scholars and scientists and the establishment of large scientific centers such as
universities, hospitals, and observatories under the guise of large endowment institutions provided the
means for this. Rab'e Rashidi, a part of Rashidi or Rashidabad city, was considered one of the
important scientific centers by Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani in the Ath century of the
lunar calendar. Residential neighborhoods, paper factories, mosques, baths, etc. are located in Rashid
Abad city. Its founder and founder was Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani, a physician and
minister of education, an elite, and a political figure. Education in Rab' Rashidi can be divided into
Baitul-Talim, vocational education, higher schools, Dar al-Shifa, and Khanaqah. Khwaja entered the
Ilkhanate court as a physician, and in addition to his medical duties and constant presence and
proximity to the Khan, he also became in charge of some civil and government affairs. Using his
father's influence, at the age of about thirty, Fazlullah joined the court of Abaqa Khan, the Mongol
Ilkhan, as a skilled physician in 1A+ AH. Due to his wisdom and eminence, he rose in the Ilkhanate
system and reached the position of minister in 1Y AH. Rabe Rashidi, as the city of knowledge and
research, was one of the largest charitable foundations during the Ilkhanate period, which was unique
in the history of Iran, and such a magnificent and grandiose charitable building has never been seen.
Not only was it unique in its kind at that time, but it cannot be found anywhere else after that. Rashid
al-Din used the presence of scientists and scholars of his time to build and launch it, calling them from
other places to the city of Tabriz, and honoring them. This complex included educational facilities, and
other parts were created around it.
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Extended abstract

Introduction and methodology

The Rashidiyya Foundation, a unique charitable foundation, was established in the VYth
century AH by Khwaja Rashid al-Din. The Rashidiyya Quarter experienced tremendous
growth and development between V:V AH and VYA AH, but unfortunately, after the
assassination of Khwaja, it was subjected to violence and destruction by its rivals. Khwaja
was the leader of his time in the science of medicine, statecraft, and charity. In the light of the
presence of the Ilkhans such as Ghazan, with the strong personality and favorable and great
intentions of men such as Khwaja Rashid al-Din, with competence and wisdom, support for
scholars and thinkers, and the development and flourishing of scientific centers expanded
during this period, so that it can be considered a significant and brilliant era of science,
especially medicine. The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical. The results
and findings of this study show that the Khajeh's concern for maximum use of personal and
ministerial power and opportunities to realize his hopes and dreams is evident in the Rashidi
quarter of his works. Rashid al-Din was not satisfied with material and apparent power and
wanted to be the spiritual center of his time. The importance of Rashid al-Din's action in
establishing a large endowment educational center that well reflects the political, social and
cultural characteristics of that era and the understanding of the status, knowledge and position
of scholars is given in view of the Mongol invasion of Iran and other Islamic countries, which
initially left behind chaos, and then during the period of the Ilkhans, including Ghazan Khan,
we witness the growth of scientific centers. Rashid had unlimited resources and income, and
his empire was equal in glory and grandeur to what Ghazan Khan had built in Shanb Ghazan.

Conclusion

The Rab'i Rashidi endowments, which can be seen from Rashidi's correspondence, tell the
story of the vastness, grandeur, and heavy budget of this charitable institution. Despite the
brilliance of the Khawaja's government, it was in a hurry, and after the Khawaja's death in
VYA AH, his kingdom was plundered and the institution fell apart. Rashid al-Din Fadlallah
had laid the foundation of this organization in such a way that if it were not for the corrupting
historical situation, religious prejudices, jealousies, eye-to-eye, ignorant grudges, and ruthless
revenges, this establishment could have survived to this day, but unjustified accusations and
political intrigues destroyed this scientific institution in the most ruthless way. Not only was
he not satisfied with killing him and his family, but the works of goodness and this scientific
organization were also destroyed. Not only did they confiscate and loot his personal property,
but they also looted and burned the property of Rab-e-Rashidi, which was a public and public
benefit organization. The common people, incited by Ali Shah Gilani and his assistants,
destroyed everything on a false charge. Even after the reconstruction of Rab-e-Rashidi by
Ghiyath-ud-Din Muhammad, son of Rashid-ud-Din, after the murder of this person, the same
plague again struck these facilities and they did not rise again and were consigned to the
archives of history. The fruits of the work of the servants of science and art were destroyed. It
is said that the buildings were razed to the ground because of the doors, windows and
construction materials, and the tiles, inscriptions and other decorative items that existed in the
buildings were destroyed over time.
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