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abstract

With the beginning of the 19th century and the rise of the Qajar dynasty, the gates of Iran
were slowly opened to all kinds of innovations of the European civilization; Also, the Iran's
tragic defeats in the northwestern provinces against Russia made the elites of the government
think that fundamental reforms should be made in the structure of Iran's traditional army. One
of these reforms was the payment of military personnel's salaries. Nevertheless, due to the lack
of necessary and basic foundations for this plan, the modernization of the Iranian army had
many shortcomings.

The main question of this research is to find the reason and the relationship between the
structure of the new army and the living conditions of the soldiers, and the outcomes of the
new way of paying the soldiers. The present study investigates the the topic of soldiers’ salaries
and payments who were paid by the government in the new Qajar army and explains and
examines the inefficiency of this new style of giving salaries and its outcomes. Studies indicate
that this innovation of paying salaries to military elements was aimed at strengthening the
central government and reducing the power and influence of clan heads. The Qajar government
was never able to improve the living conditions of the soldiers due to the insufficient treasury,
the profiteering of the middlemen and the mismanagement of the government, and this resulted
in the soldiers’ dissatisfaction and lack of motivation until the end of the Qajar’s rule. The
descriptive-analytical method was used as research method, and it was carried out based on the
library method, mainly by relying on the correspondence and texts of weekly newspaper "Habal
Al-Matin Calcutta".

Keywords: Qajar dynasty, modern army, livelihood situation, soldiers, weekly newspaper
"Habal Al-Matin Calcut
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