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Fasl al-Khattab by Muhaddith Nouri on the Non-
Distortion of the Quran
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Abstract

The most controversial Quranic book of the last two centuries, which has considered the
possibility of deletion and alteration in the Ottoman Mushaf to be correct and strong, is the
book “Fasl al-Khattab fi tahrif kitab rabb al-arbab” by Mirza Hussein Nouri. In this book,
he has presented several reasons for the deletional distortion of the Quran. Considering the
importance of the personality of Muhaddith Nouri and the influence of his book in
theological disputes between Shiites and Sunnis, it is appropriate to introduce and pay
attention to the rebuttals written on the book of Fasl al-Khattab in a research. Therefore, it
is necessary to know through this research: What rebuttals have been written so far on the
book of Fasl al-Khattah? What was the status of these rebuttals in different periods, that is,
during the author’s lifetime and after it? And what conclusion can be drawn from the volume
of refutations in relation to these periods? After examining the sources and bibliography of
related works, it was found that most of the volume of refutations on the book Fasl al-
Khattab are contemporary works and writings; that is, they were written or published after
the author's lifetime. In analyzing this situation, it seems that the prevailing atmosphere of
the seminaries and scholars of the era of Muhaddith Nouri and their leader, the great Mirza
Shirazi, were in favor of the content of the book Fasl al-Khattab and the theory of Quranic
distortion; and for this reason, very few refutations were written on the book Fasl al-Khattab
in the three decades of the author's life after writing the book.
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