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Abstract

Human good treatment of animals has always faced theoretical and practical challenges in the
field of ethics and religion. The utilitarian idea of “man, the superior creature”, also known as
"transcendent man" or "the noblest of creatures"”, considers the entire universe to be in line with
human interests and has tried to provide moral and religious foundations for this purpose. This
puts a person who believes in morality and religion in a dilemma in the process of interacting
with animals. The present article, with the aim of overcoming such a situation and overcoming
the theoretical challenges of good treatment of animals, relying on the descriptive-analytical
method, while acknowledging the idea of equality of creatures, has concluded that good treatment
of animals can be based on moral-philosophical and religious foundations. The right to life, the
principle of non-harm and justice are three important ethical-philosophical bases for good
treatment of animals. However, the perception and feeling of animals is an element that exists in
all three cases and can be the most important ethical-philosophical basis for good treatment of
animals. Also, in the analysis of religious foundations, it has been concluded that although there
is evidence from the Quran for the idea of the transcendental man, the aforementioned references
can be criticized and there are many verses that can place the theory of the evolutionary equality
of creatures in a superior position. Finally, verses from the Quran are mentioned that emphasize
and clarify the necessity of absolute kindness, the gathering of animals, the emphasis on
deliberation in the creation of some animals, the oath to some animals, revelation and inspiration
to some animals and the like.
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1 Speciesism.
2 Utilitarianism.
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