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Abstract

Today, the media in the virtual space have created a paradigm, unlike the traditional media, where the audience
is faced with two real and virtual worlds. The purpose of the current research was to identify dual identities in
virtual and real space based on the lived experiences of teenagers, which was conducted using the qualitative
research method and thematic analysis method. 16 participants (students) were selected using purposive
sampling and were interviewed using semi-structured interviews. Purposive sampling continued until theoretical
data saturation was reached. Data were analyzed based on Brown and Clark's thematic analysis process and
using MAXQDA software. Data analysis into 274 primary codes in 18 basic themes and 6 main themes
including "family identity"”, "religious identity", "cultural identity”, "national identity”, “ethnic identity" and
"gender identity" classification became. The results showed real and virtual space has led to the formation of
different and sometimes dual identities in teenagers.

Key words: virtual space, real space, identity.
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