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Methodological analysis of the approximationist approach in the process of inferring rulings by
Sheikh al-Ta'ifa Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Hassan al-Tusi
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Abstract oS>

Sheikh Tusi (YAe-£7+ AH), a prominent Shiite
scholar of the °th century AH, pioneered a
scientific model of Islamic unity through works
like Al-Khilaf (comparative jurisprudence),
Tahdhib al-Ahkam (hadith analysis), and Al-
Fihrist (bibliography). In Al-Khilaf, he
systematically compared Shiite and Sunni
jurisprudential views using common sources
(Quran, Sunnah, and consensus), establishing an
objective scholarly approach. His Tahdhib and
Istibsar addressed hadith discrepancies through
methodological reconciliation, framing
differences as natural outcomes of scholarly
interpretation (ijtihad). Al-Fihrist catalogued
works from all Islamic schools impartially,
fostering inter-madhab dialogue. Living during
the transitional Buwayhid and Seljuk eras,
Sheikh Tusi founded the Najaf seminary,
creating a cross-sectarian academic hub.
Focusing on commonalities by relying on the
Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH),
respecting differences as a diversity of ijtihad,
and avoiding bias with scientific criticism and
politeness in dialogue are among the
approximative  characteristics of  Sheikh
Tusi.Rejecting both forced unity (“"absolute
convergence') and opportunistic solidarity
("tactical unity") , he advocated "rational unity"
grounded in scholarship and ethics. This model
remains relevant for multi-sectarian regions like
Sistan-Baluchestan, where it can mitigate
tensions and counter divisive agendas.
Keywords: Approximative, Tahhib Al-Ahkam,
Al-Fahrest, Al-Khilaf, Abu Ja'far Muhammad
bin Hasan Tusi.
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