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A Comparative Study of Mystical Hijab in Attar and Mowlavi’s Thought
Koros karimpasandit
Shahram Ahmadi?
Abstract

One of the fundamental aspects of Mowlavi (Rumi) and Attar’s intellectual
apparatus in mysticism is the concept of mystical hijab. Their epistemic approach
to this concept can be defined as that they view the veils in the path to truth
(Hojob in Arabic), arrogance and selfishness, physical impediments and etc. are
all obstacles in our spiritual uplift towards God and they inflict our body and soul.
On the contrary, they view taking away these veils as a spiritual and personal
strength that bestows human beings vicinity to the God. Since the category of
hijab is an important item in Islamic mysticism, this article approached the
concept through a comparative-analytical perspective and intends to delineate
the similarities and difference of this concept in the mystical thoughts of Attar
and Mowlavi. It also provides a survey of the insightful glances of these two great
revelatory mystics on the philosophy of hijab, its origin, and that human beings
should, by tearing apart the obscure and even bright hijabs, attain the spiritual
knowledge and wisdom to understand truth. The outcome of the analyses and
comparisons indicate that whereas the reach and depth of the concept of hijab,
along with its derivatives and synonyms, are found more in Mowlavi’s works in
comparison with Attar’s, both poets concur on its different and delusive aspects
and beware the mystical wayfarers of the need to do away with obscure and
bright hijabs, especially arrogance and selfishness.

Keywords: Attar, Mowlavi, Hijab, Mysticism
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