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Abstract

Epic, in its literal sense, means bravery and courage and in its literary meaning, it refers to poetry and prose which depict
and reflect the courageous acts and events and the bravery of the heroes of a nation and a creed attempting to achieve
independence and keeping their own creed. In every epic, there have always been some opposite forces against the hero
in order to prevent his achieving his goals. Such works as Sam-Nameh is a representation of the constant fight between
the hero and anti-hero forces.

The present study has attempted to identify the personality and the characteristics of heroes and anti-heroes in Sam-
Nemeh. The helpers of the heroes and anti-heroes with different actions have been identified and interpreted. Having
applied a descriptive-analytic approach and collected data through studying the references, the present study has extracted
the characteristics and the features of the heroes and anti-heroes.

The results show that the evil and anti-hero elements have been classified based on two elements including the type and
action. In Sam-Nameh, Sam is the hero and the anti-heroes are generally classified into four main groups including
humane, bestial, natural, and supernatural. Also, in terms of the action, in Sam-Nameh, fighting has been the most frequent
among the other actions.

Keywords: epic, Sam-Nameh, hero, anti-hero



