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Variables Affecting Political Relations between Iran and Oman in the
Framework of Rosenau's Continuity Theory (2013-2024)

Abstract:

This study employs James Rosenau's theoretical framework and proposes a novel "Five-Factor
Interactive Connectivity" model to analyze the dynamics of Tehran-Muscat political relations
from 2013 to 2024. Its central question is: How has the dynamic and simultaneous interaction
of Rosenau's variables, despite intense regional upheavals and leadership change in Oman,
resulted in maintaining "dynamic stability™ in bilateral ties?By uncovering a causal pattern of
interaction among Rosenau's five analytical levels, the research presents a new model
explaining the mechanisms sustaining Iran-Oman relations amid regional crises. Findings
indicate this relational stability stems not from coincidence or a single variable, but from the
"synergistic interaction” of variables across multiple levels. At the individual level, the
personality of Omani political leadership, adopting mediation, provided the foundation for
stable relations with Iran. In Iran, the unparalleled role of the Supreme Leader in guiding the
overall system, combined with Hassan Rouhani's de-escalation policy and Ebrahim Raisi's
neighborhood policy, contributed to preserving and developing these ties.The dynamic and
reciprocal interaction of variables at the individual, societal, role, governmental, and
international system levels has forged durable linkages in this relationship. By adopting realist
and pragmatic policies, pressure from the international system, rather than weakening ties,
activated individual-level mechanisms (Omani mediation) and societal-level mechanisms
(Ibadi religious bonds), transforming into a factor consolidating cooperation. Formal
institutions, through centralized decision-making and diplomatic/economic apparatuses, have
also underpinned the sustainability of cooperation.
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