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The future of relations between Iran and Azerbaijan (after
the second Karabakh war) with emphasis on the role of
regional and extra-regional players

Abstaract

Relations between Iran and Azerbaijan have changes during the past
three decades under the influence of various factors such as war,
revolution and changes in the balance of power. Areas such as
religious, cultural and historical commonalities, long water and land
borders have provided the platforms for the convergence of the two
countries. On the other hand, relations with US and Israel, pan-
Turkism, the Karabakh crisis, the removal of Iran from the route of
transferring Azerbaijani oil and provocative actions against Iran's
national security have caused tension in the relations between the two
countries. The purpose is to analyze the future of relations between
Iran and Azerbaijan, emphasizing the role of regional and extra-
regional players after the Second Karabakh War. For this purpose, the
scenario writing method based on key uncertainties (Schwartz model,
1991) was used, which is included in the fields of futures studies.
Possible scenarios about the future of Iran-Azerbaijan relations
include: the expansion of Iran-Azerbaijan relations, the opening of the
Zange Zor Corridor, the removal of Iran from Azerbaijan's energy
transit, the fueling of Azerbaijan's separatist actions in Iran's border
provinces, the intensification of the dispute over the legal regime of
the Caspian Sea, and security-espionage measures of Azerbaijan
against Iran.

Keywords: Region players, pan-Turkism, the second Karabakh war,
scenario writing.



