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Abstract

In 2022, Iran witnessed a wave of social protests that captured global attention. The September 2022
protests in Iran were indicative of deep-seated societal grievances that were transformed into an
international issue through extensive coverage by foreign Persian-language media. Among the most
significant sources of news for the protesters were these foreign Persian-language media outlets and social
networks, which, despite their seemingly attractive facade of advocating for free speech, free flow of
information, and human rights, in practice, engaged in the distortion of realities due to their affiliations
with dominant power structures. The main battlefield in these protests, referred to as the Fourth Wave
Wars, was the media, which was spearheaded by foreign Persian-language outlets during the September
2022 protests. The primary objective of this research is to answer the question of what role foreign Persian-
language media, particularly the international network Iran International, played in covering and
influencing the September 2022 protests in Iran. According to the hypothesis of the research, foreign
language Persian media are trying to weaken the authority and change the government of Iran by targeting
people's values and beliefs, projecting and reflecting false news, and adopting the method of news tyranny.
Since agenda-setting theory is a very suitable theory for understanding the pervasive and comprehensive
role of the media, to address this question, the study employs the agenda-setting theory along with a
descriptive-analytical method and secondary data. The findings demonstrate that the activities and
provocations of foreign Persian-language media, especially Iran International, played a direct and central
role in exacerbating dissatisfactions, political activism, spreading the virus of gatherings, undermining
public mental security, sabotage, tarnishing the image of the regime, and security and military
organizations. This network represented the protests of 2022 as national, ideological, and purposeful
protests. Nonetheless, the pivotal role of leadership and the system of the Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist
(Velayat-e Fagih) during crises prevented the enemies from achieving their goals. Through positioning and
directing public opinion, emphasizing national security and the country's independence, supporting security
and military institutions, emphasizing national unity, and advocating for internal reforms, the Supreme
Leader played a crucial role in preventing insecurity and enhancing national unity.
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