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Abstract

Since the Safavid era, the Eastern Mediterranean region, has affected the Iran's national security
and interests. The current research seeks to answer the question, "What are the components of the
continuity of Iran's foreign policy in the Eastern Mediterranean during the Safavid period and the
Islamic Republic?" The temporary answer that the researchers put forward as a hypothesis is that
"Security-strategic needs and cultural-religious commonalities have been the most important
reasons for the continuity of Iran's foreign policy in the Eastern Mediterranean, and the difference
in Iran's approach to Europe has been one of the differences between Iran's policy in the two
periods.” The findings show that the similarity of the type and role identity of the Safavid
statesmen and the Islamic Republic of Iran led to the definition of common interests and similar
foreign policy approaches by them. Iran's continuous strategic competition with other regional
powers and the need to contain their threats far from the borders, the role of Shiites in the Eastern
Mediterranean in advancing Iran's goals, economic interests and the dependence of Iran's
geopolitical competition on identity and ideology are the most important reasons for the continuity
of Iran's foreign policy during the two periods.
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