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Structural Complexity and Modern patterns of hegemonic war

Abstract

Hegemonic wars have transformed their essence due to systemic changes. The
concept of structural complexity has been utilized as a theoretical framework for
research to explain the new patterns of hegemonic warfare. Structural complexity
includes principles such as emergent properties, nonlinear dynamics, adaptation,
downward causality, network diffusion, non-equilibrium order, and self-regulatory
mechanism. In the present study, the question was addressed as what the effects of
structural complexity are on new patterns of hegemonic warfare in the modern
international system. This research method consisted of two steps; in the first step, a
theoretical and analytical model of structural complexity based on deductive inference
was presented; in the second step, the time series analysis method was used to
examine the historical trend of hegemonic wars as experimental data. According to the
hypothesis of this research, the situation of structural complexity in the international
system has caused profound changes in an important variable such as international
order. The intellectual hegemony of the United States with the dimensions of
productive, institutional, structural, and compulsory power in the war against the
networks of civilization and identity is challenging in Russia, Iran, and China. Hence,
hegemonic wars occur in the discourse, military, economic, and technological
dimensions.

Keywords: Structural Complexity, Challenger Civilizations Networks, American
Hegemony, Russia, China.



