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Anatolia. This culture, referred to as Yanik, Early Transcaucasian, or
Kura-Araxes culture, flourished for approximately a millennium. Its
influence extended from Northwest Iran, Central Zagros, and Central
Iran to Northern Iran and reached as far as Palestine. During this era, the
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E?;;S;::{Iran northwestern region of Iran experienced notable developments,
Chaldoran including an expansion in the scale of archaeological sites, a swift
Gavour Qaleh transformation in pottery traditions, and a significant rise in the number
Kura-Araxes of inhabited areas. Concurrently, with the advent of the Kura-Araxes
Pottery culture in the northwestern regions of Iran, the Chaldoran area also

experienced the influence of the Kura-Araxes culture. Gavour Qalehsi
stands as a significant enclosed temporary camp site situated within the
highlands of Chaldoran, showcasing evidence of the Kura-Araxes
culture. Discovered 23 kilometers northwest of Chaldoran City, this site
was identified and explored during the summer of 2016 to examine the
ancient landmarks within the vicinity of Chaldoran City. The findings of
the archaeological survey suggest that this particular site emerged as a
single-period settlement during the late fourth and early third
millennium BC, displaying compelling indicators, such as stone
architectural remnants and black-gray burnished pottery, characteristic
of the Kura-Araxes cultural epoch. The pottery unearthed at this site
bears striking resemblances and close similarities to the pottery found at
Yanik Tepe, Kohne Shahar (Ravaz) in Chaldoran, Tepe Baruj Marand, the
Doozdaghi Khoy site, as well as Kul Tepe II in the Azerbaijan Republic.
This research delves into the pottery collection gathered from the site,
along with various other facets, addressing the significance and role of
Gavour within its immediate vicinity as well as its broader connections
with neighboring sites both within and beyond the borders of Iran.

Citation: Garavand, A., Abedi, A., Ebrahimi, G., & Malekpour, F. (2022). Gavour Qalasi a Temporary Surrounded
and Enclosed Camp-Site in Kura-Araxes Culture in Chaldoran, Northwest Iran. Payam-e Bastanshenas, 14(26), 97-
114. (In Persian)

https:/ /doi.org/10.30495/ peb.2022.699731

© 2022 The Author(s). Published by Payam-e Bastanshenas


https://peb.abhar.iau.ir/
https://doi.org/10.30495/peb.2022.699731

Garavand et al. (2022). Payam-e Bastanshenas, 14(26)

Introduction

Towards the conclusion of the Chalcolithic
period, a notable advancement emerged within
the southern territories encompassing Araxes,
central Zagros, Caucasus (situated between the
Kura and Araxes rivers), and eastern Anatolia.
This notable evolution pertains to the
establishment and subsequent expansion of the
cultural phenomenon recognized as the "Kura-
Araxes" culture. In Iranian archaeological
documentation, this cultural entity is termed
the "Yanik Culture" (Talaei, 1995: 6-9; Burney,
1969). Western scholarly references identify it
as the "Early Transcaucasian Culture" (Burney
& Lang, 1971: 44). In the context of Armenian
archaeological discussions, it is recognized as
the "Shengavit" (Baiburtyan, 1938), while in
Anatolian archaeological discourse, it is
referred to as the "Karaz culture" (Kosay &
Turfan, 1959). Within the Levantine
archaeological framework, it is acknowledged
as the "Khairbat Karak" (Amiran, 1965). Finally,
it garners broader recognition under the
appellation of the Kura-Araxes culture (Kuftin,
1941). Among these designations, the term
“Kura-Araxes”, previously favored by
numerous former Soviet archaeologists, has
gained increased traction among contemporary
proponents and has been embraced within
Western archaeological sources (Alizadeh &
Azarnoush, 2003: 11). Diverse hypotheses exist
regarding the genesis of this culture, with
various geographic areas posited as potential
homelands of the Kura-Araxes culture
(Seyidov, 2000: 84). However, it is likely that its
principal origins trace back to the fertile valleys
situated within the middle Araxes River valleys
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(Burney, 1977:121). During this era, settlements
spanned across an extensive topographical
expanse, with the majority of Chalcolithic
period sites exhibiting strata associated with the
Kura-Araxes culture (Burney & Lang, 1972:
203).

Discussion

The city of Chaldoran, characterized by a
mountainous climate featuring snowy winters
and mild, cool summers, offers favorable
conditions conducive to the establishment of
extensive high-quality pastures. Additionally,
it provides suitable plains for agricultural
pursuits and animal husbandry, serving as a
dwelling place for nomadic herders and

seasonal farmers. These conditions have
fostered an environment conducive to both
permanent  settlements and temporary

migratory patterns across various historical
periods. The city's strategic positioning along a
significant communication route linking the
South Caucasus region, Eastern Anatolia, and
the Urmia Lake basin underscores the pivotal
role of this region in facilitating cultural
exchange among diverse cultural spheres in
antiquity. Analysis and examination of the
pottery found at Gavour Qalesi (Fig. 1) indicate
the establishment of this area during the early
third millennium BC and its connections with
both northern and southern areas bordering the
Aras River. The initial phase of the Early Bronze
Age within the Caucasus, Transcaucasia, the
northern segment of the Lake Urmia basin, and
eastern Anatolia is identified as the Kura-
Araxes culture (Alizadeh & Azarnoush, 2013:
20).

Pl gty Slaests

Figure 1: The location of Gavour Qalesi.
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The transition from the late fourth
millennium to the early third millennium BC
marks a pivotal and profoundly impactful
period, not solely within the annals of Iran's
history but also across the broader spectrum of
Near Eastern history. This epoch aligns with
significant occurrences, signifying the onset of
novel concerns within societies, such as the
advent of specialization, extensive economic
production, and cross-regional trade activities
(Batiuk & Rothman, 2007: 8). Furthermore, this
era corresponds to the inception of writing as
documented by Chaychi Amirkhiz (2010: 64).
During the commencement of the third
millennium BC, numerous regions across Iran
underwent a phase characterized by
widespread socio-cultural transformations,
often construed as indicative of the onset of the
Early Bronze Age. Predominantly discerned
through archaeological evidence, pivotal
changes during this period encompass
technological advancements, alterations in
demographic compositions, the establishment
of trans-regional trade networks, and the
emergence of initial governmental societies
(Motarjem & Niknami, 2011: 34). At the onset of
this epoch, various areas across the Middle
East, encompassing the western territories of
Iran, the Caucasus, Anatolia, the Levant, and
the northern expanses of the Middle East,
exhibit striking parallels. Over the past three
decades, extensive archaeological excavations
and inquiries conducted in the northwest and
central sectors of Iran have notably extended
the reach of this culture towards the eastern
domains. Particularly, the Urmia region,

Lo

o P

coupled with the Araxes basin and the Kura
River at the core of this phenomenon, have
assumed significant placement (Chaychi
Amirkhiz, 2013: 64). The Early Bronze Age in
northwestern Iran is integral to a broader
cultural milieu recognized as the Kura-Araxes
(Rezaloo & Zabanband, 2015: 17) or termed the
Yanik culture (Burney & Lang, 1971: 44).

Meanwhile, Gavour Qalesi stands as a
single-period site, wherein the surface survey
and cultural artifacts suggest its establishment
during the late fourth and early third
millennium BC. The formation of this site has
been predominantly influenced by crucial
factors such as the expanse of arable and fertile
land, precipitation levels, optimal elevation,
accessibility via roads, availability of fuel
sources, abundant permanent water reservoirs,
as well as the presence of suitable and easily
pastures and  surrounding
vegetation. This ancient site holds significant

accessible

potential owing to the favorable conditions for
economic activities centered on agriculture,
animal husbandry, trade, and cultural
interchange, evidenced notably by the
importation of obsidian stone from neighboring
regions. The pottery discovered at this site
exhibits the highest degree of resemblance and
close affinities to the pottery unearthed at Yanik
Tepe, Kohneh Shahar (Ravaz) Chaldaran, Baruj
Marand, Doozdaghi Khoy, and Kul Tepe II in
Azerbaijan. The research conducted entails the
study of pottery obtained during the
archaeological survey conducted at Gavour
Qalesi (Fig. 2).

Figure 2: Surface cultural materials of Gavour Qalesi.
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Conclusion

All pottery unearthed at Tepe Gavour Qalasi
aligns with the characteristics of the Kura-Araxes
culture. A distinctive trait of the pottery
discovered at this site involves its composition of
gray, dark gray, and occasionally a minor
proportion of orange hues, crafted by hand
utilizing mineral chamotte inclusions, boasting a
burnished and polished surface. These vessels
typically feature decorations in the form of
incised engravings, portraying geometric
patterns such as wavy, vertical, and horizontal
lines, spirals, and indented or fingertip
impressions. Notably, the pottery discovered at
Gavour Qalasi bears the closest resemblance to
the pottery found at Kohneh Shahar Chaldoran
(located northwest of Lake Urmia), Tepe Baruj
Marand (situated northeast of Lake Urmia), and
Yanik Tepe (positioned east of Lake Urmia),
evident in both vessel shapes and decorative
elements. The presence of characteristic pottery
traits, combined with the singular temporal
phase observed at Tepe Gavour Qalasi, signifies
a significant link to the Kura-Araxes II period.
Consequently, the investigation of this site holds
paramount importance as one of the pivotal sites
associated with the Kura-Araxes culture. Such
scrutiny  offers insights  into
comprehending the origins and expansion of this
cultural phenomenon.

valuable
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