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The city in the Islamic period, in terms of structure, was the
continuation of Sassanid era urban planning, and its physical
elements are mostly taken from the rich culture of Islam and
indicate the Islamic civilization. Qazvin is one of the cities of the
Islamic period, the core of which was formed during the Shapur
rule, the Sassanid king, and gradually developed and expanded.
This city, in terms of its special geographical location, has been the
focus of various governments since the pre-Islam era, and its
location on the east-west and north-south communication highways
has guaranteed the survival of the social, political, and economic life
of this city. Knowing the characteristics of such cities can be useful
in gaining a deep and broad insight into the social and political
history of Iran in the Islamic era. Historians of the Islamic era have
examined the city of Qazvin from various aspects. In this article, an
attempt has been made to study the characteristics of the urban
context of Qazvin from the historical point of view and
archaeological research, as well as the communication routes of this
city with neighboring areas based on historical sources. The main
question is to what extent the historical information corresponds to
the features of this city. The results of this study and the field visit
to the city show that the urban context of Qazvin is largely
consistent with historical sources. The field surveys and studies
carried out and their comparison with archaeological research
showed that the city underwent many changes in the late Islamic
era, in such a way that during the Qajar period, as well as in the
Pahlavi period, the urban context was expanded and modern
buildings were built in the city.
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Introduction

The word "city" in Iranian languages has a very
old history (Asefi, 1989: 66). One of the main
differences between the previous and current
cities is their size (Seyyed Sajjadi, 2010, Vol. 1:
55-54). The city and urbanism in Iran have a
history as long as the formation of early
civilizations, and the ancient cities in Iran date
back to the fourth millennium BC
(Ghazanfarpour, 2009: 139). The location
selection and structure of cities depended on
two factors: (1) natural and ecological
conditions, and (2) ritual and religious beliefs
and customs (Khorramshad, 2013: 31).

In Iran, urbanization began in the fourth
millennium BC and has gradually expanded.
Therefore, the identity of the cities and their
architecture is related to before the arrival of
Islam in Iran. In the Islamic era, we see the
formation of new cities next to Iranian cities
before Islam. The city of Qazvin has been
developed and expanded in the Islamic era,
with Islamic physical elements such as
fortresses, fences, ramparts, and
comprehensive mosques. Historians of the
Islamic era have presented various opinions
about Qazvin. Ibn Khordadabeh (1992),
Baladhuriz (1958), and Ibn Faqih (1970) called
the fence and fortress of Qazvin "Kashwin" in
the Persian language, whose interpretation is
al-Hadd al-Marmugq. This city is one of the
important northern cities in Iran, which has had
a special political, social, and economic
importance since long ago and in each historical
era. This city has been of interest since before
Islam and its construction was attributed to
Shapur II (Dhul-Aktaf) and it was called
Shadshapur. Many changes have been made in
this city during the Islamic era. Qazvin, after the
arrival of Islam in Iran, in the year 24 AH, due
to its strategic location and being located on the
east-west and north-south communication
highway, was the attention of caliphs and
kings. Since this date, the process of
development and expansion of urban
development in Qazvin City began. This
research aims to investigate the characteristics
of Qazvin city during the Islamic era based on
the sources of Islamic historians and to match it
with the reality of this city according to
archaeological excavations and field visits.

Methodology

This research has been done with two methods
documentary studies and field surveys. For
this, first-hand sources such as Ibn
Khordadabeh  (1992), Qudameh  (1991),
Baladhuri (1958), Ibn Faqgih (1970), Khandamir
(2001), and Ali Yazdi (2008), as well as
contemporary sources that provide important
information about the name and background of
Qazvin city have been referred. In addition, by
surveying the city, the items mentioned in the
sources were matched with the remains of the
pre-Islamic and Islamic eras in the city of
Qazvin.

Discussion

Qazvin pre-Islamic Era

Archaeologists have estimated the history of
prehistoric human habitation in the Qazvin
plain based on the archaeological data of the
Zagheh, Ghabristan, and Sagzabad sites, from
the late Neolithic (sixth millennium BC) to the
Iron Age (Fazeli Nashli, 2003: 14). This area has
maintained its importance in historical times so
that it was inhabited and prosperous in the
Medes period as well. At that time, the
mountainous area south and southwest of
Qazvin was part of the territory of the Medes,
and based on archaeological excavations,
evidence of Iron Age II and IIl have been
discovered in Tepe Sagzabad (Babazadeh &
Deh-Pahlavan, 2021). The people of this area
were also present in history during the
Achaemenid era and were known for their
bravery. Besides, according to historians of the
Islamic era, Qazvin City was established by
Shapur I or Shapur II and was -called
Shadshapur (Mostowfi, 1983; Etemad al-
Saltaneh, 1988, vol. 1: 64).

Qazvin in Islamic Era

The process of urbanization and expansion of
residential areas in Qazvin was accelerated
after the arrival of Islam in the land in 24 AH,
so that in a short period, Qazvin was called the
"The Gate of Heaven". Ibn Faqih does not
mention any building except the city built by
Shapur Dhul-Aktaf in describing the urban
context of Qazvin (Ibn Faqih, 1970: 120).

In the fourth century AH, Istakhari was the
first person who mention the existence of
Sharistan and the fence in the great city of
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Qazvin (Istakhri, 1994: 208). In the first half of
the fifth century AH, Naser Khosrow described
Qazvin as a good city that had many gardens
without any obstacles. In addition, there were
defensive walls around the city and markets
inside as well (Naser Khosrow, 1991: 5-7).

One of the most flourishing times of Qazvin
city should be considered related to the Seljuk
era. During this period, Qazvin has expanded
more than in the past and has been considered
a prestigious city (Ahmad Saffari, 2018a: 106).
In the second half of the seventh century AH,
Qazvini describes Qazvin as a famous city
located in the desert, which had two castles
inside each other, and the inner castle was
called "Shaherstan". Shapur Il founded the
Shaherstan and Rashid built the other castle
that surrounds that (Qazvini, 1994: 508-508).
Menhaj Seraj (1984, vol. 2: 181) mentions the
existence of a fence on a mountain near the city

of Qazvin during the Mongol conquest.
Furthermore, according to Mostowfi (1983: 773-
775), during the caliphate of Hadi Musa bin
Mahdi Abbasi, another city was built next to
Qazvin called Madinah Musa, and it is now
inside the neighborhood of Dezaj and Josaq,
and it is called Shahristan.

With the dominance of the Ilkhans and the
increase in taxes, Qazvin fell from prosperity,
and during the Timurid period until Shah
Ismaiel Safavi came to power, the city
continued to have unfavorable conditions
(Ahmad Saffari, 2018a: 107). According to the
book "The History of Alam Arai Abbasi",
during the reign of Shah Tahmasb Safavid,
there was a fence around Qazvin (Iskandar
Monshi, 2003, vol. 1: 103). Besides, refers to
numerous baths, four bazaars, and the Eram
Garden known as Saadat Abad (Ibid: 124) (Fig.
1).

Figure 1: Inside Saadat Abad (author)

During the reign of Shah Tahmasb, by
choosing Qazvin as the capital in 1548 and
taking the name Dar al-Saltaneh, changes in the
structure of the city appeared. Qazvin was the
capital of Iran for a half-century during the
reign of Shah Tahmasb, Shah Ismaiel II, Sultan
Mohammad Khodabandeh, and Shah Abbas I.
Then, Shah Abbas moved the capital to Isfahan
in 1597 (Sotoudeh, 1969: 173-174). After Shah

Tahmasb, Qazvin gradually moved away from
its peak period, and during the Shah Abbas era,
and after that, with the transfer of the capital to
Isfahan, its importance decreased even more.

The Afshar period as well as the Zand period
were too short for much urban development to
be carried out and mostly limited to one or two
specific cities such as Mashhad and Shiraz.
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With the beginning of the Qajar period, security
and commercial prosperity were once again
established in Iran, and with the selection of
Tehran as the capital, Qazvin also gained
special importance due to its proximity to
Tehran. According to the maps left from the
Safavid period to the early Qajar period, the
urban context had an increasing expansion in
terms of residential structure (Ahmad Saffari,
2018b: 31). During the Qajar era, the most
important street of the city, namely Sepah
Street, became the place of government
celebrations again, and the passing function of
the city led to the formation of the Qazvin
Guesthouse building in the south of the street.
This building is considered the first modern-
style guesthouse in Qazvin (Dabir Siaghi, 2002:
619).

Conclusion

Qazvin, one of the northern cities of Jebal
Province, has been of special importance in all
historical periods, and historians and
geographers of the Islamic era have mentioned
it. Besides, Qazvin City has always been of
interest due to its location on the east-west and
north-south communication highways. This
factor has played an important role in the
commercial position of the city and has been
effective in the formation and continuation of
its social, political, and economic life. During
the rule of Safavid Shah Tahmasb, when Qazvin
was chosen as the capital, the prosperity of this
city began. However, in the Afshar and Zand
periods, the situation of Qazvin city
deteriorated to some extent until after the Qajar
dynasty came to power, the city's conditions
improved relatively due to its proximity to
Tehran, and modern buildings were built in this
city.
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