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Due to suitable environmental conditions, some caves have been the
center of human settlement and human activities for a long time.
Therefore, the sedimentary layers of the bottom of the caves and their
rocky walls always contain valuable evidence of the cultural
evolution of human societies. Moneh Cave is one of the ancient places
of Landeh County in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, which
has been the focus of past humans due to its special conditions. The
emergence of disputes and conflicts among the residents of the area
due to their unauthorized excavations in this cave provided the
ground for its archaeological excavations. The archaeological research
on the cave led to the identification of three halls and a
communication corridor between the halls. In addition, the
exploration of two boreholes in this cave brought the time of its use
to the Late Chalcolithic Age until the late centuries of the Islamic era.
During this period, the herdsmen of the region temporarily used the
cave. The survey of the surroundings of the cave also led to the
identification of the remains of large stone walls, 200 meters west and
northwest of the cave. The thermoluminescence dating of the pottery
of this cave indicates that they belong to the Abbasid period.
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Introduction

How the effect of natural factors on human
societies and the amount of human influence
from the environment has always been one of the
subjects of geographical sciences (Ghorbani,
2015). Geography has been the basis of human
life in all periods. Therefore, the culture of each
region is influenced by the geographical
conditions of that region. The studies of
anthropologists and archaeologists show that
geography has always been an active factor in
human life and had a greater impact in
prehistoric times than today (Abdi, 2001: 17-18).
Before humans entered the plains and formed the
first villages, they were cave dwellers and this
prolonged period is called the Palaeolithic
(Renfrew & Bahn, 2000). Some caves have been
the center of human settlement and human
activities for a long time and now contain
valuable records of cultural developments of
human societies. Therefore, caves and rock
shelters are considered one of the important
information archives of the past, which are used
to reconstruct past human cultures and
Quaternary environmental changes (Sharafi &
Maghsoudi, 2013).

Moneh Cave is one of the ancient sites of
Landeh County in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad Provinces, which reflects the human
biological pattern in this region. Due to its special
conditions such as access to water sources, this
cave has attracted people in the past. Moneh
Cave became famous because of the
unauthorized excavations of the people of the
Moneh village. With the rise of disputes and
conflicts between the residents of the village, the
provincial prosecutor's office and the Landeh
City security council, to reduce the tensions,
requested the General Administration of
Cultural Heritage of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmed to send experts to get more information
about it. Following this request, the Iranian
Center for Archaeological Research issued an
emergency excavation permit for this site
(Mireskandari, 2015).

Methodology

This article is based on field research. First,
Moneh Cave was surveyed and then excavated.
The result of the survey was the discovery of the
inner halls of the cave. Two trenches with
dimensions of 1 x 1 m and 2 x 2 m were dug in

this cave, which led to the identification of
several contexts and pottery from prehistoric to
Islamic eras. Further, in the environmental
surveys around the cave, the stone architectural
remains of a castle were identified, and two
surface pottery samples were dated using the
thermoluminescence method.

Discussion

The location of Moneh Cave

Moneh Cave is located at 50° 23" 33" East
longitude, 30° 01' 57" North latitude, and 1350
meters above sea level. This site is situated five
km northwest of Landeh City (in a straight line)
and 550 m northeast of the Moneh village, in the
middle of a steep valley overlooking the course
of a seasonal river in the province of Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad. Moneh Cave is considered a
limestone cave in terms of rock type, and in terms
of morphology, and geometric structure, it has a
cave system due to the presence of horizontal
and vertical tunnels. Besides, this cave is one of
the secondary caves that were created after the
appearance of rocks and stones due to caving
factors.

Archaeological research of Moneh Cave

During the investigation of Moneh Cave, three
halls and a narrow and long corridor were
identified that connected the halls (Figs. 1, 2).
"Hall No. 1" is located after the entrance of the
cave (Fig. 3). This hall with an area of 40 m? is
considered the biggest hall of the cave. Its form is
an irregular polygon with a rocky and uneven
bed and a stony surface. There was an alluvial
layer, along with animal excrement and
contemporary industrial and household waste,
as well as the remains of fire by native people on
the floor of the hall. The floor of this hall has a 10-
degree slope from east to west (the end of the hall
towards the entrance). In the center are two large
single stones and some smaller stones visible.
These fallen stones belong to the roof of the cave.
The roof of the hall is made up of small and
beautiful limestone stalactites, many of which
have been destroyed. Some potsherds and some
pieces of animal bones were scattered on the
floor of this hall, which were collected and
recorded after documentation. In the northern
part of this hall and at a height of 1.5 m from the
surface, there is a corridor with a length of about
20 m that connects the first hall to the second hall
(Figs. 1, 2). The width and height of this corridor
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are different so it is easy to enter it at first, but
gradually, it becomes narrower until near the
end of it, it becomes very difficult to pass through
it. The width of this section reaches less than 25
cm in parts. The ceiling of the corridor has small
limestone stalactites and its floor has small
limestone pools caused by several thousand
years of sedimentation. Due to lighting the fire
inside the hallway, its body is completely
covered in smoke.

After passing through this corridor, we reach
a smaller hall (Hall No. 2) where the writings on
the wall and human waste indicate the entry of
other people into this hall. Its dimensions are
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different and it has an area of about 20 m2. The
wall and ceiling of this hall are covered with
limestone deposits and very large and small
stalactites. The floor of this hall is covered with
calcareous sediments and ponds resulting from
these sediments, many of which are out of their
natural state or broken due to human activities.
In the center of this hall, there is a water fountain,
the water of which flows down to the lower part
of the hall in the form of several pools. From the
floor of this hall, sedimented potsherds were
obtained, some of which have new fractures and
indicate the destruction of these ceramics by
unauthorized diggers.
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Figure 1: Vertical section of Moneh Cave and its halls
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Figure 2: The plan of Moneh Cave and the location of the excavated trenches in "Hall No. 1"

After passing through this corridor, we reach
a smaller hall (Hall No. 2) where the writings on
the wall and human waste indicate the entry of
other people into this hall. Its dimensions are
different and it has an area of about 20 m?2. The
wall and ceiling of this hall are covered with
limestone deposits and very large and small
stalactites. The floor of this hall is covered with
calcareous sediments and ponds resulting from

these sediments, many of which are out of their
natural state or broken due to human activities.
In the center of this hall, there is a water fountain,
the water of which flows down to the lower part
of the hall in the form of several pools. From the
floor of this hall, sedimented pottery fragments
were obtained, some of which have new
fractures and indicate the destruction of these
ceramics by unauthorized diggers.
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Figure 3: The entrance to Moneh Cave before the start of excavations

Due to the condition of the halls of Moneh
Cave and the completely stone bed of "Halls
No. 2 and 3", only "Hall No. 1" could be
excavated archaeologically. Considering that
the bed of "Hall No. 1" was rocky in most parts,
it was not possible to dig extensively in it.
Therefore, in this hall, two places were
considered for digging trenches with different

dimensions. In selecting the location of these
trenches, an attempt was made to choose a
place that has the largest volume of soil
accumulation and thus there is a greater
possibility of discovering possible cultural
materials inside the cave. Selected trenches
were named A and B and excavated (Figs. 4, 5).

— " —
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Figure 4: Trench A next to the west wall of the hall



Mireskandari, S. M. (2023). Payam-e Bastanshenas, 15(28)

Trench A with dimensions of 2 x 2 m was
located at the northwest end of the hall and in
the distance between the western wall of the
hall and the big collapsed rocks in the center of
the hall (Fig. 4). As a result of the excavation of
this trench, a total of 6 contexts including 4 soil
accumulations and 1 stone accumulation and
rocky bed were identified. The result of

exploration in this trench showed that the
layers of this section were highly distressed.
Nevertheless, the distribution of pottery
indicated that the use of this part continued for
a long period (perhaps with several
interruptions) from the late Chalcolithic to the
Islamic era.

Figure 5: The selected location for trench B, next to the southern wall of "Hall No. 1"

Considering the lack of archaeological
findings in trench A and the limitedness of this
trench on the eastern side of the cave, it was
decided to dig another trench named B in the
southern part of the cave (Fig. 5). The southeast
part of the cave attached to its wall was chosen
to dig this trench. Due to space limitations, it
was not possible to dig a trench with large
dimensions, so its dimensions were considered
to be 1x1 m. In this trench, three soil
accumulation contexts were identified and
recorded. The layers of this section were
relatively better. The distribution of pottery
showed that the use of this part continued
during a long period (perhaps with several
interruptions) from the late Chalcolithic to the
historical era.

Survey of Moneh Castle

Simultaneously with the exploration of Moneh
Cave, we surveyed around this cave, which led
to the discovery of remains of large stone walls
200 m west and northwest of the cave (Fig. 6).
This stone wall, which was located along the
rocky wall of the top of the mountain, was built
using large cubic stones, which sometimes
reached two m in length. This rampart-like
stone wall surrounds the top of the mountain,
and inside this fence, stone architectural spaces
with a square plan are visible. The entire stone
wall is built without using mortar. Although
the exact use of the building is unclear, the
existing evidence such as the strong and large
rampart indicates the existence of a castle or
fortress. The thermoluminescence dating of two
samples of pottery pieces from this site shows
the dates of 1300 + 90 BP and 1280 £ 75 BP.
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Figure 6: Remains of stone architecture around Moneh Cave

Conclusion

Based on the study of the pottery findings of
Moneh Cave, this site was temporarily used by
nomads and herders during the fourth and third
millennia BC until the Islamic era. The
distribution of the surface pottery of the halls
showed that during the prehistoric era, all the
spaces of the cave were used equally. During the
historical period, with the narrowing of the
communication corridor between Hall No. 1 and
Hall No. 2 due to sedimentation, access to Halls
2 and 3 has become difficult and difficult to pass.
Therefore, the use of Hall No. 1 has increased
compared to the other two halls. Apparently, in
the early Islamic era, the eastern part of the cave
became uninhabitable due to the collapse of the
walls and roof of the cave in Hall No. 1. Since
then, the entrance and western parts of this hall
have been used the most. Considering that
evidence of permanent settlement was not
obtained from this cave, it seems that during
different eras, the habitation in this cave was
temporary.

A comparative study of the prehistoric pottery
of Moneh Cave shows their similarity with the
pottery of Tell Bakun A and B (Egami & Masuda,
1962), Tepe Noorabad (Potts et al., 2009), Do

Telon (Dittmann, 1984), and Tepe Malyan
(Sumner, 2003). The pottery of the historical and
Islamic period of this cave is also very similar to
the pottery found in this area. Some pieces of
false prehistoric pottery were also found in this
cave, which belonged to the middle or late
Islamic period. Overall, based on the weak
findings of pottery from this cave, it can be said
that Moneh Cave had weak and temporary
settlements, which herders and nomads mainly
used on a seasonal, monthly, or even daily basis.
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