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Effect of Weaning Age on Feedlot Performance of Kalekoohy Male Lambs

K.Karkudi*

Abstract

The sixteen Kaleloohi male lambs; of the ages 45, 60, 75 and 90-d old were selected
randomly to study the effect of different weaning ages on feedlot performance of Kalekoohi
male lambs. They weaned and after a 15-d adaptation period and they underwent vaccination
for enterotoxaemia and parasite diseases. The lambs were fattened for 112 days and fed
the same TMR diets. This study was carried out on a completely randomized design with
four weaning ages (treatments) in four replicates. Results showed that increasing the
weaning age significantly increased daily feed intake and warm carcass weight; but had no
significant effect on carcass shrunk weight. Carcass efficiency of group 4 was numerically
higher than group 3 (44.9 vs. 43.57 percent) but significantly higher than those other
groups. No significant effects on total live weight changes and average daily gain was
observed (P>0.05), but 60-d old group was numerically the highest of all (144g/d). Total dry
matter intake and free conversion ratio (FCR) was significantly lower in 60-d weand lambs
compared to groups 75&90-d weand lambs. However results showed that although earlier
weaning of lambs can be economically beneficial, but environmental and ecological factors
for lambs themselves and also ewes; weanin g in 60-d age may be suggested for weaning

age of Kalekoohi male lambs.

Keywords: weaning age, feed lot performance, Kalekoohi male lambs.
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