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Abstract

The women’s movement has transcended its Western borders and has influenced
entire societies. Islamic thinkers and scholars have had different and, in some
cases, contradicting interactions with it. Some intellectuals attempted to present a
reductional interpretation of religion, utilizing the achievements of feminism, and
to provide an understanding of religion regarding women under feminist ideology.
Relying on tradition, others have objected to the women’s movement and studied
the contradiction between its foundations and religion. A third method emerged
among thinkers such as Tabataba'i, Motahari, and Javadi Amoli, who brought forth
a novel interpretation of women’s human dignity and social status. They, alongside
heeding women’s human values and standing, endeavored to respond to the
incompatibility between religion and women. Considering the religious instructions
and Tabataba'i’s interpretational attitude, women are of equal human value
compared to men; from a fundamental point of view, which reflects the
accomplishments of mystical interpretation, women possess both subjective and
receptive value, while men have only the former. Tabataba'i has established human
value as something intrinsic and crucial while considering the social aspect as
secondary and dependent. This article aims to review and re-evaluate Tabataba'i’s
attitudes toward women. Firstly, we will explain his interpretation of women’s
human dignity based on religious-philosophical foundations. Subsequently, we will
analyze the accomplishments of the distinction between women’s human and social
status to address the discordance.
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