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Oral History: A transition from Elitism, an Approach to General Public
Ghafar Porbakhtiar Ph.D?

Abstract

Oral history is one of the newest ways of history documentation and
historiography in the world. It came to its own after the Second World War
especially after the invention of microphone and tape recorders, and later
developed further along with the invention of other communication
technologies. In contrast to the written history which focuses on the
documentation of the incidents revolving around the upper social classes and
the elites, since its beginning the oral history refrained from involvement with
the elites and concentrated on all social classes, especially the lower class.
The element of spoken language —as opposed to written language- comprises
the essential aspect of the oral history. The characteristics of spoken language
i.e. the presence of feelings, affections, and personal emotions which are
strongly manifested among the members of the underclass make it stand out
in comparison to the written language which holds less emotions and
affections as being exclusively reserved for the upper classes of the society.
Particularly in the spoken language, the process of understanding and
recognition is intensified through affections and personal emotions. As a
result of the difference between written and spoken language, there are
distinctions between oral and written history which will be discussed in the
present article.

Key words: oral history, elitism, spoken language, written language, the
lower class.
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