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Investigating the role of identity building components to increase the sense of belonging to a
place in traditional neighborhoods
Sharareh farhad

Today, the gradual decay of the structure and identity elements of the physical fabric of traditional
neighborhoods, along with functional inefficiency, functional insufficiency and socio-cultural problems,
has become an important challenge in the planning and management of such neighborhoods. Traditional
neighborhoods are part of a city that have lost their identity due to physical or functional weakness and
cannot create a sense of belonging among their residents. The erosion of the residential fabric of these
neighborhoods has affected the social and economic activities and has led to a sharp decrease in the quality
of life and the quality of the environment. Since attachment to a place is a strong stimulus for maintaining
and promoting communities and their related social capital, in order to create a sense of belonging to the
residential context in these neighborhoods, it is necessary to pay attention to concepts such as human
relationship with place, identity and sense of belonging. Various researches have identified variables that
are effective in promoting attachment to a place or the results of promoting this feeling, all of which
emphasize the constructive role of promoting this feeling on the quality of life, but the influence of
architectural identity elements in the process of physical identity on the level of attachment to The
neighborhood has not been measured empirically among residents. Since the elements of architectural
identity in physical context can evoke collective identity, the general purpose of this article is to evaluate
the elements of architectural identity that play a role in the process of forming physical identity and to use
them in the body of buildings to increase the sense of belonging to a place in traditional places. it is affect.
In order to achieve this goal, the present research, by using the descriptive-analytical method to collect
information in the form of documents and survey, with the collection tool in the form of a questionnaire,
first examined the correlation between the elements of architectural identity, physical identity and
attachment to place. and then identifies the effective indicators in predicting the dependent variable
(attachment to place) which using the statistical method of structural equations, the results of the research
have shown that although the elements of identity have a role in the process of physical identity, the degree
of influence They are different from other researches. Among the components of physical identity,
continuity and transformation with an average of 3.65 has the highest average among the three components
related to physical identity. And after that, differentiation and similarity with an average of 3.41 and unity
and plurality with an average of 3.39 are placed respectively. As the results show, the residents of the
neighborhood have a desire to connect with the past and at the same time innovate according to the
conditions of the time. And at the same time, they pay attention to the use of specific architectural indicators
of this neighborhood in order to distinguish it from other neighborhoods. This issue shows that the identity
elements of the physical part are the basis of the common feeling among the residents. Also, in examining
the impact of physical identity on attachment in Aghazaman neighborhood, creating social connections and
using past patterns have played the greatest role in creating identity in this neighborhood. In this way, using
the elements of architectural identity in a continuous manner and creating changes in these components can
increase the sense of belonging to the neighborhood.

Key words: identity elements, physical identity, attachment, Aghazaman neighborhood
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