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Content Analysis of Women's Social Harms in Movies (Case of Study: The
Phenomenon of Addiction in the First Three Decades after the Islamic
Revolution)

Mehdi Mokhtarpour

Abstract

Cinema, due to its visual appeal and propaganda power in today's advanced world, has
attracted the attention of those involved in various economic, cultural, political and social
fields around the world. But the point here is that cinema is a medium and has its own
media functions before it is an artistic subject. Cinema has seen good growth in recent
years in Iran in addressing the phenomenon of women's addiction, but compared to world
cinema, this growth is not enough. In addition, the lack of use of the opinions of experts
in the field of addiction and studies can be seen in more than half of these films. The main
purpose of this study is the content analysis of women's social harms in movies with
emphasis on the phenomenon of addiction in the first three decades after the Islamic
Revolution. In this research, the history of Iranian cinema has been studied using the
documentary method. In the review of films made with the theme of addiction, those that
deal with women's addiction have been selected and examined. Also, in the field of
reviewing the theories related to addiction, life-oriented theory, drug subculture theory,
incomplete mourning theory and social deviation theory, the documentary method has
been used. Then, the films were analyzed using qualitative content analysis method based
on research questions and categories. The findings show that the representation of
changes in the type of drugs used has been somewhat influenced by reality. The
distribution of the production of films that deal with the subject of women's addiction,
considering that we are facing a growth of more than two percent of women's addiction in
the country since the late seventies, despite the small number, seems appropriate. A total
of three films on addiction were made in the 1960s and 1970s, and six in the 1980s.
However, the small number of these films shows the neglect of the subject and the
limitations of representing women addiction in our cinema.

Keywords: addiction, cinema, women, new media, social harms.





