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Discourse Semiotic Analysis of the Flow of Intellectual Cinema (Case Study
of the Movie House on Water)

Rafioddin Esmaeili

Abstract

In the last century, there has been a cultural challenge between Iran and the West, and
after the Islamic Revolution, this issue has been in the form of a kind of alienation,
clearly, laying the groundwork and creating a kind of "discourse tension™; in a way,
along this challenge, "secular discourse” is opposed to "Islamic discourse™ inside Iran.
Influenced by this confrontation, the field of art and especially cinema has also
witnessed the alignment of the above two discourses. The one-line thinking of the
secular approach to the world paves the way for the formation of intellectual discourse
along the stream of Persian film. Given the principles of the secular world, this
discourse seeks to provide new definitions and elements. This article tries to explain the
central and peripheral elements of intellectual cinema. Then, with the new method of
“discourse semiotics”, the analysis of the movie House on Water, which is a suitable
representative for the discourse of intellectual cinema, will be analyzed. According to
the findings of this study, the central element of this discourse is giving originality to
the West and the surrounding elements of this discourse are: originality of form,
Denigration and Disappoint, subjectivism, disregard for the innate feelings of the
audience, functional view of religion, lack of attention to religion and relativism.

Keywords: Intellectual cinema, semiotics, discourse semiotics, film elements, a house
on water.





