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Abstract

In this article, we will anatomize the places of love and autonomy, as two fundamental psychological
and, at the same time, moral drivers of human existence, in the epic world. In the world of epic, we
will argue that, compared to love, autonomy is at the core of the epic hero's existence. In other words,
in the world of epic, the main axis of hero’s existence is the hero of the desire for autonomy, and love,
although passionate and burning, is merely subject to it. In fact, in the epic world, love is merely an
excuse to maintain the hero's autonomy, and it's no more valid. To this end, based on the views of
Immanuel Kant in the philosophy of ethics, we will first give a brief definition of the principle of
“autonomy” as opposed to the principle of “Hetronomy”. Then, by comparing the two main heroes
of the two great epics of human history, namely Rostam in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Achilles in
Homer's Iliad, we will explain how the axis in the epic world is autonomous and love is subordinate
to it.
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