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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to present a model of institutionalization of gender equality with the focus on
women's sports. This research was based on qualitative methodology and data theory based on systematic
methodology. The statistical community of this research was made up of experts in the field of women's sports
management. For sampling purposeful sampling method was used and sampling continued until the theoretical
saturation limit was reached, therefore 16 interviews were conducted. To collect information, semi-structured
interviews were used, and for data analysis, three overlapping processes of open coding, axial coding, and
theoretical coding were used. By adapting the text of all the interviews in the open coding stage, 213 concepts or
initial codes were identified, which were reduced to 83 codes after combining the codes. Then, in the axial coding
stage, taking into account the semantic affinity of the identified concepts, 21 sub-categories were formed and in
causal conditions (institutional support, family support, organizational support and media support), contextual
(space and facilities, legislation) interventionist (demanding female athletes, denouncing gender stereotypes),
strategies (creating culture, planning and solving problems, honoring the dignity of women and girls, management
based on values, organizational justice, substitute management upbringing, modeling) and consequences
(commercialization of women's sports, compensation for services, reduction of behavioral abnormalities,
individual empowerment, collective empowerment, increasing participation) were categorized. Based on the
results of the research, it was determined that the institutionalization of gender equality in sports, with the focus
on women's sports, is not a one-sided issue, and equality as a set is subject to various institutions, which are
necessary from the institutional, family, organizational, media, and hardware dimensions. and the law should be
brought to the attention of the relevant stakeholders.

Key words: gender equality, glass ceiling, institutionalization, women's sports



