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Abstract

Introduction: Despite the slight decrease in the rate of marriage,
childbearing and polygamous marriages in Iranian society, the
phenomenon of polygamy still continues. Therefore, this research
attempted to identify and explain the semantic implications of
polygamy and the understanding and interpretation of polygamy by
men with multiple wives.

Methods: This study was done using interpretive phenomenology
method and target population of the research are polygamous men
living in Bavi's county of Khuzestan Province that 17 of them have
been selected by using purposive sampling and with theoretical
saturation criteria and using in-depth interview technique to collect
data. in order to identify themes data coding and analysis has been
done by Smith’s analysis method.

Findings: After reading, re-reading, identifying and searching for
patterns in the data, 114 concepts, 28 sub-themes and 10 main themes
were obtained, which were categorized into two groups consisting of
multiple semantic implications and consequences. The semantic
implications of polygamy include: cultural background, in the pursuit of
well-being, Dissatisfaction with previous marriage, Economic
capability, Contingency marriage and the motivation of the joiner. The
consequences also include topics such as livelihood hardship, family
disorder, psychological vulnerability of family members and
interference of others in life.

Conclusion: In general, the results show that the cultural context
resulting from the religious and cultural acceptance of polygamy, its
normalization and normality in terms of society, has made it possible
for men to have more than one woman at the same time. The occurrence
of livelihood difficulties and family disorder is one of the consequences
of polygamy from the men's point of view.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Polygamy of men has A long background in
the history of different nations and the laws
of societies and religions. This pattern was
considered appropriate in the early societies
and was widespread among civilized nations
as well (11).

In general, polygamy is an issue that has
been less discussed and the researches that
have been done on this issue have also been
few. Due to the sensitivity of the subject and
especially the existence of this phenomenon
in closed and traditional societies, it was
probably difficult to get cooperation from
researchers in this field, and this may have
been the reason for the low amount of study
and research on the phenomenon of
polygamy in Iran.

The researches have been done have
looked at the subject from a legal and
jurisprudential point of view and have been
conducted in the form of documents and
libraries from a methodological point of
view. Therefore, the main goal of the current
research is to discover the semantic
implications of polygamy and the
understanding and interpretation of
polygamy by men with multiple wives, and
The main question of the research is what is
the understanding and interpretation of
polygamy among polygamous men and what
are the consequences of polygamy in their
lives?

Methods

This study was conducted with a qualitative
approach and based on interpretive
phenomenological method and using in-
depth interview technique to collect data.
The target population of the research are
polygamous men living in Bavi's county of
Khuzestan province who have lived
experience of polygamy marriage, and 17 of
them have been selected by using purposive
sampling and with theoretical saturation
criteria. Data coding and analysis was done
by thematic analysis method and after
reading, re-reading, identifying and
searching for patterns in the data, were
identified 114 concepts, 28 sub-themes and
10 ain these in this research, the

acceptability criterion was used for
validation, which is based on the
acceptability of the researcher, long-term
and continuous engagement with the data
and review by external observers. The
ability to confirm through the continuous
presence of the researcher in the field of
research, conducting and extracting the
accuracy of the interviews, the use of the
evaluators, and the transferability were
verified through the writing of technical
notes, the comparison and comparison of the
findings with the research literature and the
opinions of the experts.

Findings

Table 1: themes delivered from concepts

Main theme

Sub themes

Semantic implication of polygamy

cultural
background

Religious context,
normativeness, anti-
corruption, an
opportunity for single
women, The light of the
family stove

in the pursuit
of well-being

Feeling alive, meeting
male needs, purposive
marriage

Dissatisfaction
with previous

Dissatisfaction, Love in
suspense

marriage
Economic Adequacy of polygamy,
capability financial ability
Inability of the wife to
Contingency bear children, desire for
marriage have a son, physical
disability of the first wife
The Previous infatuation
motivation of o '
L creating interest
the joiner
Livelihood Financial Problems,
shortage Increased spending
Tension between
couples' families,
Family Affectivity of children,
§ disorder Weakening of the marital
S bond, Increase in family
& problems
7] 5 .
g Psychological Men. s Psycholo’glcal
S .- €rosion, women s
vulnerability . .
. Psychological erosion,
of family ] .
children Psychological
members .
erosion
Interference of | to be ridiculed,
others in life Interference of others
Discussion

The main theme of cultural background is
that "polygamy is caused by contexts, rituals

58 Quarterly Journal of Women and Society. 2025; 16 (61): 57-76




Feizolahi et al

and traditions formed over time". This
phenomenon has been subject to different
times, societies and lands throughout
history. The main theme of "In the pursuit of
well-being" refers to men's justifications and
reasons for remarriage. Dissatisfaction with
life and lack of joy in life along with not
having a healthy and young wife to satisfy
their desires are the justifications men state
as the reasons for their remarriage. The
main theme of "dissatisfaction with life"
refers to conditions such as forced,
traditional and loveless marriage, the
challenge of loving a wife and as a result not
feeling satisfied with married life, and these
conditions have in some cases caused
married men to turn to polygamy. The main
theme of "Economic capability” is composed
of two sub-themes of adequacy of polygamy
and financial capability. Financial ability has
long been considered as one of the criteria
for polygamy, according to which men could
have multiple wives. In the main theme of
"necessary marriage", marriage is viewed as
a source of desire and need, by means of
which one can compensate for a lack and
make one's desire come true. The main
theme of "joiner's motivation" includes the
two themes of previous acquaintance and
the creation of two-way emotional
attachment between the parties. The main
theme of "livelihood hardship" indicates the
existence of problems and negative
economic consequences of polygamy
because the existence of two wives and a
number of children increases the family's
expenses and causes problems in providing
livelihood and family expenses. The theme of
"family disorder" implies a tense family
atmosphere, arguments and differences
between parents and children make the
family environment unsafe. The main theme
of "psychological damage to family
members"” includes family tensions that
erode the spirit and disturb the peace of the
family. The main theme of "interference of
others in life" consists of two themes of
being mocked and interference by the
people around them.

Conclusion
Men, as an important element and the main
pillar of the family, have their own special

interpretations and justifications in the field
of remarriage. The cultural context resulting
from the religious and cultural popularity of
polygamy, the legitimizing and validating
foundations of this type of marriage, the
existence of religious contexts, cultural
acceptance and its social normalization, has
provided the possibility for men to be able to
simultaneously Choose four permanent
women. The most important consequence of
polygamy for men is the scarcity of
livelihood and the weakening of his
economic and financial power, which has
made the head of the family unable to meet
the desired costs of living.
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