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Abstract

Introduction: Women as half of the effective population of the
society, they always have an active presence in various aspects of
social life. If one of the fields in which women are influential is paying
attention to learning and promoting it. In the Safavid period, due to
the prevailing political and social conditions, women paid a lot of
attention to scientific and educational issues, and despite not having
a noticeable presence at the level of society, they had a direct and
indirect influence on these activities. Based on this, the aim of the
current research is to investigate and explain the position and role of
women in the Safavid era in the development and promotion of
science and scientific centers.

Methods: The research method in this research is historical-
analytical and data collection is done by library method. The main
research tool is citing the sources of the Safavid period. Finally, based
on the findings from the sources, inferences, explanations and
analyzes have been made. This research has analyzed the status of
women in the form of two groups of court women and ordinary
women.

Findings: The findings of the research show that the women of this
era, under the influence of their religious spirit and heart beliefs, by
allocating a part of their property for cultural-religious affairs and
public works, including establishing educational institutions, holding
scientific circles and literature, endowment of books and property,
promotion and teaching of sciences in various dimensions were
influential in the development and promotion of sciences and
scientific centers of the Safavid era, so that a large number of
educational institutions of the Safavid era were established by the
efforts of these women.

Conclusion: Throughout history, women have always been
influential in various political, social and cultural fields; So that in the
Safavid period, according to the political and religious conditions,
they had an active presence in the field of learning and promoting
science. In this period, according to their personal motivations and
access to financial and governmental facilities and with their own
interests, they promoted science and expanded scientific centers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Due to having many travelogues and
documents, the Safavid period has a relative
advantage in the issue of women compared
to the previous historical periods. A view
that considers women to belong inside the
house and does not reflect her social
presence. However, it does not seem that
women during historical periods such as the
Safavid period have completely bound
themselves to such a point of view. The
flourishing of harems in the Safavid era and
the involvement of women in political affairs
convinced some historians that the presence
of women in the Safavid era was one of the
darkest periods of women's lives, but paying
attention to the presence of women in
society and scrutinizing and carefully
examining the activities Their cultural and
social values show their real position in the
political and cultural developments of the
Safavid era society. It is in this context that
some women of this era, under the influence
of their religious spirit and heart beliefs, in
addition to establishing scientific and
educational institutions by endowment of
real estate and personal assets, caused the
life and prosperity of the scientific and
educational centers of the Safavid era. They
made a lot of efforts to build public and non-
profit buildings using the available facilities;
So that a large number of educational
institutions of the Safavid era were
established by the efforts of women and
some of them are still standing. Other eras
are historical, and considering the role of
women in society, examining the status of
women in each of these eras, while being
aware of the status of half of the human
society, can also tell the culture of that
society. Based on this, due to the prominent
presence of women in the political, social
and cultural developments of the Safavid era,
using historical sources and descriptive-
analytical method, the present article
investigates and analyzes the performance
of women in the Safavid era in promoting
science and scientific centers.

Methods
The research method in this article is of the
type of historical research that was

developed in a descriptive-analytical way
using library and documentary sources.

Findings

The findings of the research show that the
women of this era, under the influence of
their religious spirit and heart beliefs, by
allocating a part of their property for
cultural-religious affairs and public works,
including establishing educational
institutions, holding scientific circles and
literature, endowment of books and
property, promotion and teaching of
sciences in various dimensions were
influential in the development and
promotion of sciences and scientific centers
of the Safavid era, so that a large number of
educational institutions of the Safavid era
were established by the efforts of these
women.

Discussion

In the Safavid period, women paid a lot of
attention to scientific and educational issues,
and despite their lack of noticeable presence
at the level of society, they had a direct and
indirect influence on these activities.
Meanwhile, a number of women, due to their
political and financial power in the court and
society, played an important role in the
development and promotion of science and
scientific centers during the Safavid period.
So that according to the studies conducted
based on the sources of the Safavid era, it can
be said that the development and promotion
of science and scientific centers in this
period did not have a certain system, but it
seems that the women of this era with
personal motives and According to the
access to financial and governmental
facilities and with their own interests, they
promoted science and scientific centers. In
addition to acquiring many sciences of the
time, these women also supported
knowledge and scholars at times.

Conclusion

As the sources of this period have mentioned
many women who have been included in the
Jirga of religious scholars by authoring
relevant works. Holding scientific and
religious circles for women and authoring
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and copying works has been one of their
most important activities in the field of
education. Considering the legitimacy of the
Shia religion and the government's support
for it, one of the issues in which women were
influential was the publication of the
religious sciences and teachings of the Shia
religion. Also, some women, in addition to
knowing and mastering the techniques of
Persian poetry and literature, were very
skilled in writing literary texts and
combining poetry and prose, as well as
calligraphy, and the writers did not spare
their support. In addition, women played an
important role in the development of science
and learning in this period by establishing
scientific and educational centers and
endowment of property.
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