Summer 2021.Vol 11. Issue 42

ISSN (Print): 2251-6735 - ISSN (Online): 2423-7051

Research Paper

Modeling the process of sustainable development in West
Azerbaijan after the Islamic Revolution

Sina Samadzadeh?, Ali Asghar Pourezat?", Mojtaba Amiri 3

1- PhD Student of Public administration, University of Science and Research, Tehran, Iran
2- Professor of Public Administration, Faculty of Management, Science and Research, Tehran, Iran, University

of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

3- Associate Professor of Public Administration, Faculty of Management, Science and Research, Tehran, Iran,

University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Received:
Accepted:
PP:

Use your device to scan and read the
article online

: Abstract

: The purpose of this research is to design a sustainable development model of
: West Azerbaijan after the Islamic Revolution. The type of research is applied
: and developmental in terms of purpose, descriptive-exploratory in terms of
: execution method and qualitative in terms of data type. The sample of
: participants in the research included academic experts and experts in the field of

sustainable development (9 people) and experienced managers of sustainable
: development organizations in West Azarbaijan province (9 people) who were
: selected by purposeful sampling. The data were also analyzed using the

[=] es i ]

: foundation's data theorizing approach foundation's data theorizing approach
: with the systematic method of Strauss and Corbin, during three stages of open,

: central and selective coding. Based on the findings, 87 concepts from the open

=

. codes of the interviews were categorized in the form of 25 subcategories and 11

: main categories, which were placed in the form of a model in the form of five
: main classes, which are: obstacles (caused by the government, caused by the
: society) civil and caused by the private sector, contextual (political, cultural,
: social, economic, technological and geographical climate), central phenomenon

Keywords:

Sustainable Development,
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Strategies and Consequences.

: (economic, social and environmental development), strategies macro (national)
: level strategies and level strategies Wisdom (regional) and consequences
: (environmental, social and economic consequences) which describe the model
. of the sustainable development process of West Azerbaijan after the Islamic
: Revolution in a deep and rich way. Therefore, by using the proposed model, it

can be used for politics. The founders, planners and agents of sustainable
: development of the province should help in managing this phenomenon.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sustainable development is the driving engine of balanced, proportionate and harmonious economic, also
social and cultural progress of all societies, especially developing countries. According to the
“Implementation of the Law of the Sixth Plan of Economic, Social and Cultural Development of the
Islamic Republic of Iran”, the examination of sustainable development indicators such as per capita
income, health, education and literacy in West Azarbaijan province shows that despite the high potentials
of West Azarbaijan, the underdevelopment of these socio-economic factors is an stylized fact. The novelty
of this paper is that the model presented in this study is more comprehensive compared to previous
researches in the context; Our contribution to the literature, in addition to examining the theoretical bases,
is that strategies and sustainable development outcomes of West Azarbaijan were accounted through
comprehensive interview techniques. Throughout the paper, in addition to reviewing and analyzing the
interviews with sustainable development experts, conclusions of directly related studies were also
considered as benchmarks to our study. Misunderstanding of the obstacles, underlying factors, strategies
and corollary of the sustainable development process has led to the disproportionate decisions in this area
of research which could lead to the waste of resources and also it could lead to “Grand Plans” failure,
including “the national and provincial land acquisition plans”, “five-year economic, socio-economic
development plans”, and also “annual budget plans”. To achieve these goals this study tries to design a
sustainable development model of West Azerbaijan which could make West Azarbayjan prosper and
glow.

Methodology
This research is categorized as “applied and developmental” in terms of purpose, “descriptive-

exploratory” in terms of implementation, and “qualitative” in terms of the type of data. The sample of
participants in the research are academicians (9 participants), sustainable development experts (9
participants) and experienced managers of sustainable development organizations in West Azarbaijan
province (9 participants) who were selected by purposeful sampling. Data is collected by deep interviews;
interviews were continued until the theoretical saturation stage was after 18 interviews. The data were
also analyzed using Grounded Theory interview approach, during three stages of open, central and
selective coding. The Grounded Theory interview tool was used to collect the data, and the data theory
framework of Strauss and Corbin's systematic approach was considered for data analysis. The process of
data analysis was done in three stages; In the first stage, open coding, primary codes and signs were
counted. In the second stage by merging the existing concepts, the first level categories were formed. In
order to form the categories, all the concepts formed from the classification of signs were compared to
each other to find similarities and differences. During the process of selective coding, a single central
category is selected and all other categories are returned to this central category. Based on this central
category, a single itinerary is formed, around which all the information is organized. This central category
conceptualizes the relationship between the three levels of coding and helps to explain the characteristics
of the categories. In this stage of coding, the theorist writes a theory based on the relationships between
the categories obtained in axial coding, which describes the studied phenomenon in an abstract way.

Results and Discussion
The description of the model of the sustainable development process of West Azerbaijan after the Islamic

Revolution is as follows: one of the most important dimensions of development in any country is the
concept of sustainable development with three components of economic development, social development
and environmental development. The unfavorable situation of these factors in West Azarbaijan province
is affected by obstacles caused by the government with three components: obstacles at the planning level,
obstacles at the implementation level and obstacles at the evaluation level, obstacles caused by civil
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society and obstacles caused by the private sector at both national and regional levels. Based on the
findings, 87 concepts from the open codes of the interviews were categorized in 25 subcategories and 11
main categories, which were placed in five main classes. Our findings show that Obstacles to the
sustainable development of West Azerbaijan are as follows: obstacles (caused by the government, caused
by the society) civil and caused by the private sector, contextual (political, cultural, social, economic,
technological and geographical climate), central phenomenon (economic, social and environmental
development), strategies macro (national) level strategies and level strategies wisdom (regional) and
consequences (environmental, social and economic consequences) that describe the model of the
sustainable development process of West Azerbaijan after the Islamic Revolution in a deep and rich way.
Therefore, the implementation of macro (national) and the micro (regional) level strategies, such as the
concentration of large-scale investments in the central provinces, lack of attention to the environment in
policy-making, mismanagement of resources, and unfair distribution of resources have also been involved
in the current state of sustainable development of the province. It is worth mentioning that if all these
processes and factors continue, negative environmental, social and economic consequences are expected,
such as increasing environmental challenges, drying up of Lake Urmia and rivers, reducing social capital,
and increasing damage. social issues, decrease in economic growth and unemployment and poverty of the
people.

Conclusion

The purpose of this research is to design a model of the sustainable development process for West
Azerbaijan after the Islamic Revolution took place. According to the findings of the study, it can be said
that paying attention to the issues caused by the government, private sector and civil society and also
formulating sustainable development strategies in accordance with the regional (provincial) and national
requirements is very smart and paves the way for sustainable development goals. It can provide grounds
for strengthening the level of sustainable development in West Azarbayjan. It is effective to adopt
measures and preparations to achieve the goals of the 7th five-year development plan and subsequently
improve the level of sustainable development of West Azerbaijan Province. According to the results, it
can be stated that if the national and regional components are properly considered in the sustainable
development policies and the necessary synergies are created between the introduced factors, aftermath,
the necessary field and condition for the realization of Sustainable development will be provided.
Realizing the obstacles, underlying factors, strategies and outcomes of the sustainable development
process of West Azerbaijan by applying this study’s proposed model can help the policy makers, planners
and agents of the sustainable development of the province in managing the problem.
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