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Abstract

The 2019 Covid-19 disease has caused disruptions in the production sectors,
including smallholder farming systems and the livestock sector. The lived
experiences of livestock farmers in facing the risk of Covid-19 have been advanced
with the aim of identifying intervention strategies in current and future systems.
This study deals with the understanding of lived experiences and resilient behavior
patterns of rural livestock households in the face of the phenomenon of Covid-19
in Izeh city (Khuzestan province). This city is one of the areas with high potential
for livestock and agricultural activities. Exploratory research method and data-
based theory have been used. The current research has been carried out using
qualitative research method, 17 active livestock farmers households with more
than 50 animals and through semi-structured interviews. Based on the research
data analysis process and scientific coding, 1 core categories include "disruption
in the production cycle and household income"; "Intensification of the economic
poverty of livestock farmers"; "Drought and seasonal diseases of livestock are
resistant areas in the aggravation of the crisis conditions of livestock households";
"Demand and use of microfinance resources is an opportunity to get out of the
crisis"; "Functional weakness of support and insurance structures"; And "socio-
economic consequences during the severe risk of covid" were extracted. The focal
phenomenon of the research is "Covid-'? and spatial inefficiency (structural-
functional weakness)". This phenomenon explains that the existence of the risk of
covid-Y% reveals many institutional, political, economic and managerial
inefficiencies in small livestock production systems and double pressures on
livestock households. This research has provided conceptual and experimental
ways to support smallholder agricultural systems, especially small farmers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Due to the rapidly evolving and spreading nature of this virus and to protect public health,
governments have taken a wide range of measures. This has greatly affected the global economy and
caused a significant downturn in many sectors including agricultural systems worldwide. Also, the
preventive and control measures caused by Covid-19 have had a tremendous impact on the agricultural
economy. Therefore, since the agriculture and livestock sector is the key to food security, nutrition and
livelihood, it is essential for governments to identify and understand the existing and potential negative
effects and take measures to reduce them in time. There have been no studies on the impact of Covid-
19 on rural households focusing on the activities of the small livestock sector in Iran. Due to the
limitations of exploratory research, the scope of this research was selected in the rural areas of Izeh city
in Khuzestan province. Based on the census of 2015, this city with 17,304 rural households is one of
the rural areas of the country, and a major part of the villagers' activities is animal husbandry and its
side activities.

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of Understanding the consequences of Covid-19 on rural livestock
households and their behavioral reactions to this phenomenon is not due to accurate statistical data.
Therefore, the nature of the research is exploratory, which tries to analyze the conditions of livestock
farmers facing this phenomenon by taking advantage of lived experiences and based on the foundation's
data theory. The scope of this research is Izeh city in Khuzestan province, which is one of the areas
with high potential for animal husbandry and agriculture activities and covers a major part of the
activities of rural residents. In this range, the number of agricultural operators for raising heavy livestock
is 4761 and for raising light livestock is 6953 according to the latest agricultural census (Iran Statistics
Center, 2018). Based on this, the statistical population of the research including active livestock farming
households with more than 50 animals was selected by targeted sampling method. Livelihood and
income of these households are provided only through animal husbandry and side activities. Data
collection tools In-depth interviews were conducted face-to-face and a few were conducted over the
phone. The interviews progressed to the stage of theoretical saturation. Theoretical saturation is a stage
in qualitative research that indicates the sufficiency of the collected data and information to analyze and
compile the final report. This stage went up to 17 livestock farmers households and after that repeated
data and new topics were not raised. The structure of the interviews is to understand the previous
conditions, the current conditions and predict the future mental and behavioral conditions of the rural
livestock households, as well as the social and economic conditions and patterns of adaptation and
flexibility with the existing conditions or facing similar conditions in the coming years.

Results and Discussion

In order to understand the consequences of the risk of Covid-19 on the target community, that is, the
rural livestock farming households, it is necessary to know the situation before, during and to understand
the future conditions of the household according to the existing conditions. On this basis, with structured
questions and understanding of their lived experiences, an attempt has been made to explore the
situation of livestock farmers. Due to the variety of answers, three coding stages including open coding,
selective coding and central coding have been tried to understand the concepts, categories and
propositions. Based on open coding, 191 primary concepts were identified, after removing the
corresponding items with the same meaning, 58 general concepts were extracted. After classifying and
compressing the initial concepts, 24 categories were obtained in the core coding process, and in the
final stage, they were formed by combining and linking the main categories with subcategories based
on the selective coding of core categories. After the formation of the core categories and based on the
structure of the basic theory, the course of the story of the subject of the research has been analyzed

Conclusion

After identifying the core categories, the research aims to describe the central phenomenon of the

research. . The. analysis. of .core categories.is. based. on. objective. facts .and .reports received. from. the
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statistical community and documentary reports. The discovery of the central phenomenon is actually
the link between all nuclear categories. In the subject of the consequences of Covid-19 and the lived
experiences of small livestock farmers from this phenomenon, it shows that the nature of each of the
categories reveals aspects of the bio-social and economic realities of the rural livestock farming
community. The severity of the risk of Covid-19 shows immediate reactions in the management and
control of the phenomenon, such as selling livestock or receiving loans, etc. On the other hand,
structural problems and weaknesses such as the weakness of insurance structures and support
organizations are evident. In the course of the story and in the discussion and conclusion of the research,
we have tried to reach the central phenomenon of the research by making a connection between the core
categories.

Some of them are indicative of contextual and interventional conditions, and some of them have a
consequential and strategic form. The central phenomenon of this research is "Covid-19 and spatial
inefficiency (structural-functional weakness)". The central phenomenon is in fact at the center of the
paradigm model and issues, activities and actions are formed around it and shows the flow of processes
and activities that happened in the context of this research.
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