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: Abstract

© The quality of life has different aspects and represents the level of benefiting
from means of individual and social well-being and also people’s capabilities
¢ in the scientific and social fields. Nowadays, the quality of life is discussed as a
: key element in policy making and reviewing the policies made for the public.
The aim of this study is to analyze the quality of life in the villages of Anzali
: with an emphasis on physical indicators. The research method is descriptive-
: analytical and the data has been collected by reviewing documents and field
study. To analyze the issue, the census data of 2016 as well as field studies in
. the form of statistical data have been used. All the villages have been surveyed
: since there were only 25 of them. Eight indicators have been used to study the
physical quality of life in the villages. The relationship between rural quality of
: life and research variables was calculated using SPSS software and Pearson
. correlation test. The relationship between physical quality score of the villages
: with distance from the city center, -0.63, with distance from Anzali free trade-
economic zone, -62/0, and with the number of population is 0.74. In all three
: cases the relationship between variables and physical quality of villages is
: quite obvious. There is a strong inverse relationship between two of the
variables, distance from the city center and free trade-economic zone and there
¢ is a strong direct relationship between population size and physical quality of
: villages. Thus, it can be concluded that in the physical quality of villages in
Bandar Anzali couny, three variables affect the case. The distance of villages
* from the city center (Bandar Anzali), distance from Anzali free trade-economic

zone and the size of villages (population).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of quality of life that has been a
point of study by researchers and thinkers in
some scientific fields in recent decades, has
different aspects and represents the level of
benefiting from means of individual and social
well-being and also people’s capabilities in the
scientific and social fields. Nowadays, the
quality of life is discussed as a key element in
policy making and reviewing the policies
made for the public. The purpose of this study
is a geographical analysis of the quality of life
in the villages of Bandar Anzali with an
emphasis on physical indicators. This couny is
located on the Caspian Sea coast and the
existence of the most important port and the
only free trade-industrial zone in the north of
the country and also the very important Anzali
wetland, has created a special place for this
couny in Gilan province and the north of the
country. Bandar Anzali couny has one city
(Bandar Anzali) and 25 villages.

Research Methods

The research method is descriptive-analytical
and the data has been collected by reviewing
documents and field study. To analyze the
issue, the census data of 2016 as well as field
studies in the form of statistical data have been
used. All the villages have been surveyed due
to the small number of them. The physical
quality of villages was assessed using eight
indicators (average housing area, sustainable
housing ratio, housing to household ratio, per
capita housing, quality of rural roads, rural
environmental health, number of horizontal
services in the village and general village
landscape). The relationship between rural
guality of life and variables was calculated
using SPSS software and Pearson correlation
test.

Findings

The physical quality of the villages of Bandar
Anzali couny has been analyzed according to
the three variables of distance of villages from
the city center, distance of villages from
Anzali free trade-industrial zone and the
population of the villages.

The distance between the villages of the
county and the central part of Bandar Anzali
(city center) is at least six kilometers and at
most 36 kilometers; the relationship between
the physical quality of the villages of Anzali
couny with the distance from the city center
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(Bandar Anzali) is -0.63, which shows a strong
inverse relationship between the two variables.
It should be noted that, relatively, the villages
close to the city center have a larger
population than other villages, which has also
affected the severity of the relationship.

The distance between the villages of the
county and the Anzali Free Trade-Industrial
Zone varies from at least one kilometer to a
maximum of 61 kilometers. The relationship
between the physical quality of the villages of
Anzali and the distance from the Anzali Free
Trade-Industrial Zone is -0.62, which indicates
a strong inverse relationship between the two
variables, which indicates the high physical
quality of villages close to the free zone. It is
noteworthy that the relationship between the
two  variables, although  statistically
acceptable, cannot represent all the facts
because a number of villages that have good
physical quality used to have the same
situation even before the free trade-industrial
zone even existed due to their short distance
from the city of Anzali and in some cases due
to their population.

Compared to the three wvariables, the
relationship between population size and
physical quality of the villages is more intense.
The population of 25 villages of Anzali couny
is between 46 and 2362 people. The
relationship between the physical quality of
the villages and the number of population is
0.74, which indicates a strong direct
relationship between the two variables,
meaning that in densely populated villages,
physically, they have a better quality
compared to sparsely populated villages. One
of the influential factors in the relationship
between population size and physical quality
of densely populated villages is the large
number of horizontal services.

Conclusion

Natural factors such as topography, water
resources and climate, as well as human
factors such as culture and religion, type of
economic activity, security, etc. are influential
in the formation of the body of villages. In
Anzali county, all the villages have a plain
location and its inhabitants have complete
homogeneity in terms of language and religion
(Muslim, Shi’e and Gilak). Due to natural and
human homogeneity, the factors affecting the
body of villages are less diverse. Population
plays a major role in this regard.
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In this study, first the physical quality of the
villages was examined, which in relative
comparison, ten villages were at level one,
eight villages were at level two and five
villages were at level three. Then, the
relationship between physical quality score of
villages and three variables of distance from
the city center (Bandar Anzali city), distance
from Anzali industrial free trade zone and the
number of village population was calculated.
The effect of all three variables on physical
quality of villages is obvious. The population
index with 0.74 is more than the other two
variables.

To improve the quality of life in the villages of
the couny, it is necessary to improve the
quality of housing, the quality of roads and
environmental health; The main problem
related to housing in rural areas of Anzali
county is the low ratio of durable housing
(concrete and metal frame). Another major
problem related to housing in rural areas of
Anzali county is low per capita housing in
some villages by less than ten square meters
and also low housing to household ratio in
most villages. In order to solve this problem,
the most important step to improve the quality
of housing with a suitable area is to motivate
the renovation and improvement of housing
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among the villagers and, more importantly, the
financial empowerment of the villagers.
Improving the quality of rural roads depends
on the full implementation of rural pilot
projects, which practically will not have a
suitable width of rural roads unless the owners
of the roads are trying to completely renovate
residential and commercial buildings. In this
regard, it is suggested that the Housing
Foundation of the Islamic Revolution, review
the possibility of relative optimization of
passages in Provide villages according to the
standards related to the width of the passages
according to the population, growth potential,
communication position, function, etc. of the
villages.

In appearance, it seems that in terms of
environmental health, most of the villages of
Anzali couny are of acceptable quality, but
most of the villages are polluted due to the
scattering of various types of waste - which
are hidden from view due to existing
vegetation - to solve this problem, Educating
the villagers not to release garbage in the rural
environment and collecting garbage according
to a regular schedule and according to the
season is a good way to improve the health of
the rural environment.
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