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People migrate for many reasons in order to improve their lives and
livelihood. Migration can have both positive and negative effects. In order to
prevent the negative consequences of the migration phenomenon, it is very
important to study intercity population movements. Although scholars
disagree on the causes of migration, in general, the reasons for migration can
be divided into economic and non-economic groups. In other words,
economic and non-economic attractions lead to migration; Therefore, a city
that has a higher economic or non-economic attraction attracts more
immigrants. The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship
between the attraction of cities and the rate of their immigration in Isfahan
province between 2011-2016. For this purpose, economic and non-economic
attraction of cities in the mentioned years was calculated using the Gravity
model. Then we created a regression relationship between the logarithm of
the rate of migration of cities as a dependent variable and the amount of
economic and non-economic attractiveness of cities as independent variables.
The model has a significance level of 5% and the regression model has a
coefficient of determination of 0. 70, which indicates goodness of fit of the
statistical model. The results show that in Isfahan province in the mentioned
years, the most important reason for internal migration is non-economic
motives.
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Although international migration has attracted more attention in academia, it must be borne in mind
that the volume of domestic migration is much larger than that of foreign migration. Many thinkers
thought that rapid internal migration was a desirable process in which surplus rural labor was freed from
the shackles of traditional agriculture and provided cheap manpower for growing modern industrial
complexes and economic growth, development and mass production were achieved during this process;
Immigration is therefore an important factor in the development process in which people seek access to
emerging opportunities and change their circumstances. Immigration is generally associated with
economic and non-economic incentives. Research shows that most immigrants, both domestic and
foreign, have higher incomes, better health, and education, and often feel happy in the destination city
or country. In addition to all the benefits that can be considered for immigration, but with the increasing
number of immigrants to cities due to the numerous attractions, the problems of immigration gradually
became apparent. Numerous studies have now proven the fact that around the world, the rate of rural-
urban migration is exceeding the number of jobs created in the cities and has exceeded the industrial
capacity and social services of cities. Therefore, it creates many problems for the city and its inhabitants.
In Iran, after land reform in the 1960s and the tendency of central planning to industrialize the country,
with the collapse of the rural production system and the prosperity of the oil economy in the city, the
migration of villagers to the city began. With the continuation of development programs, these
migrations intensified and the population of villages decreased and the population of cities increased.
The intensity of urban population growth and the number of cities has had various consequences at the
community level. For example, for most densely populated cities and cities with high population
growth, marginalization has become an important social issue. Increasing false jobs, reducing social
relations, and the prevalence of social deviances are among the negative consequences of urbanization
and marginalization.

Unfortunately, most of the researchs has focused on rural-urban migration and the problems created in
this process, and has not studied inter-city migration. However, due to the increase in the share of urban
population, the study of intercity population movements is of great importance to prevent the negative
consequences of this phenomenon; Therefore, the present study seeks to establish a relationship
between the attraction of cities (economic and non-economic) and the rate of immigration of cities in
Isfahan province, to answer this question that whether there are still sufficient incentives for intercity
migration in Isfahan province and If so, what are the strongest motivations for deciding to immigrate?
Therefore, the main hypothesis of the research is defined as follows:

« Economic and non-economic incentives have a positive effect on intercity migration in Isfahan
province.

And the sub-hypothesis is defined as follows:

 The most important motivation for intercity migration in Isfahan province is economic motivation

According to the purpose and components of this study, the present study is a descriptive applied
research. The statistical population of the research is the cities of Isfahan province that is based on the
division of the Ministry of Interior in 2016. The data required for this research have been extracted from
statistical yearbooks related to Isfahan province. In this research, in order to calculate the amount of
economic and non-economic attractiveness between cities, which is often due to their level of economic
and non-economic development, the formula of gravity is used and to calculate the amount of economic
and non-economic development of cities, TOPSIS method is used. Finally, regression model is used to
investigate the relationship between economic and non-economic attractiveness of cities and their
immigration rate.

According to the available data for 2016, we create a regression relationship between the logarithm of
the number of immigrants entering each city as a dependent variable and the amount of economic
attraction and the amount of non-economic attraction as independent variables. Considering that the
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observed significance value (Sig) for all 3 coefficients of the model (economic attraction, non-economic
attraction, fixed value) is less than the assumed significance level of 5%, so the null hypothesis is
rejected for all 3 coefficients and It can be said that all coefficients are significant at the 95% confidence
level. Given that both independent variables have positive coefficients; Therefore, it can be said that
both economic and non-economic attraction have a positive effect on the rate of immigrant attraction.
But in order to know which of the independent variables has the greatest impact on the rate of immigrant
absorption, we must use standardized coefficients (Beta). Since the standardized coefficient for non-
economic attraction is higher than the standardized coefficient for economic attraction, it can be said
that in Isfahan province, non-economic attraction is more effective than economic attraction in the
decision to migrate within the province.

The aim of this study was to investigate the relationship between the attractiveness of cities and the rate
of their immigration in Isfahan province between 2011-2016. For this purpose two hypotheses was
introduced:

Hypothesis 1: Economic and non-economic incentives have a positive effect on intercity migration in
Isfahan province.

Hypothesis 2: The most important motivation for intercity migration in Isfahan province is economic
motivation.

Regarding the first hypothesis, it can be said that at the significance level of 5%, both economic and
non-economic attractiveness of cities have a positive effect on the rate of migration to the cities of this
province; Therefore, the first hypothesis is confirmed.

Regarding the second hypothesis, according to the standardized coefficients, we find that at the
significance level of 5%, the main reason for inter-city migration between 2011-2016 is uneconomic in
Isfahan province.

According to the analysis and the presented results, it seems that urban and regional planners in Isfahan
province should focus on non-economic incentives in order to influence the process of internal
migration in this province.
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