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: Abstract
About a quarter of Iran's population is housewives, and women have a
¢ much higher unemployment rate than men. About one-fifth of the population
: of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province is rural women, and in this
¢ province the economic participation rate is among the last five provinces of the
: country. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to identify the perception of
: rural women of work culture and the statistical population includes all women
: living in the villages of "Karyak" and "Tang-e-Sarez" in Boyerahmad area in
: Kohgiluyeh&Boyerahmad province. The methodology and theoretical
[E] 5543 ] foundations_ are phenomenology. The sompling met_hod is purooseful _and the
: : number of interviews ended on the basis of theoretical saturation logic to 41
: interviews. According to the findings, the five main categories of research are:
Ei : the physical dimension of labor (in terms of physical health for young women;
' : and the burnout and aging of the face and the hard memory of old women for
: years), the economic dimension of work (real work means jobs Income
: generation), gender dimension of labor (participation in income-related
: activities in the sense of helping a spouse, rather than participation in the
: family economy), psychological dimension of work (increased adaptability,
Keywords: © motivation, positive self-concept, life expectancy and learning), social
Work culture; phenomenology;  gimension of work (network expansion Communication and collective

women's perception; village; : activities, access to supportive resources and recognition as a source of
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Culture of work is the knowledge and belief
that people gain with interpreting their
experiences and surroundings of work and its
results. In rural families, appearance of work
culture has been seen in participation
throughout the history. Coalescing different
styles of urbanism, rural and nomadic life,
cultural conditions, lack of economic wealth,
cultural and social defects in women of
Kohgiluyenh and Boyer-Ahmad Provinces,
especially those who inhabit villages that are
major parts of the population and as a result of
that, they live in more unfavorable conditions,
marriage in low ages, social and cultural
obstacles in order to be educated for rural
women and girls, lack of enough equipment in
order to have educations beyond the
elementary educations, increase in
immigration of rural men and as a result of
that increase in responsibilities of rural
women, all are amongst the reasons why this
research is so significant.

In order to show the importance of this
research, it is enough to say 28 millions of
women of our country are inactive in
economic fields. 20 millions of women are
householder (quarter of the population) and 3
million of them have no full-time job. Based
on calculations of Iran statics center, most of
the housekeeper women are counted as
inactive population, and they are not counted
in unemployment statics and only 16 percent
of them are counted as economically active.
The population of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad Provinces is about 700000 and half of
them are women. One-fifth of them live in
villages and any kind of certain model has
been presented so far in order to make them
occupied, in terms of neither scientific nor
practical. It is obvious that the work culture of
Boyer-Ahmad women and study in their
assumption of this condition is directly linked
to both their life and work conditions.
Methodology

This research has been accomplished using
the  Phenomenology = method.  The
phenomenology considers as both a
research and collecting information
method and a theory. According to
Ontological principles existed in this
method, this method concentrates on
primary experiences not secondary as

Journal of Regional Planning (Isuue 47, Autumn 2022)

much as possible because it is not possible
for this method to enter the semantic layers
of stock experiences and if it uses the
secondary experiences, distorted knowledge
will be the result. The phenomenology must
resist against making the hypothesis as
compared to describing facts by means of
hypothesis in order to gain achievement in
correctly describing the phenomenon. In the
other words, all that should be concluded
through that must be corresponded. In fact, the
phenomenology does not present a Theoretical
Framework but it studies and describes
phenomenon without any kind of judgments.
The phenomenology does not accept any kind
of theory or Theoretical commitments and
only commits to scientific aspects of work.
Results and Discussion

The goal of analyzing data is to extract
concepts and then categories that are
reputed as descriptive categories. In this
research, after analyzing interview and text
data, five main categories have been
extracted and each one of them consists of
its sub-themes.

Physical aspect of work: work activity
indicates to physical health and physical
exhaustion indicates to work history
Psychological aspect of work: increase
compatibility, increase motivation,
learning, increase positive self-concept,
increase life expectancy.

Economical aspect of work: Income-
generating employment, homework, free
work, works as a tool for livelihood.
Sexual aspect of work: multiplicity of
roles, role pressure, traditional attitude to
dividing works, second role, participation,
mother-father role, Female poverty,
Playing dual roles.

Social aspect of work: group and
collective  activity, expansion of
communication network, protective
source, achieving family goals, doing
informal work, social status, the need to
acquire skills, no need for skills.
Conclusion

Study and categorization of concepts about
assumption of work, has caused meanings
to appear that shows the viewpoints of
women about various aspects of work
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culture. Physical aspect of work and rural
women assumption of how work effects on
their health, are amongst the extracted
meanings from the research findings.
Rural women understanding of work and
activity is under influence of other
variables such as increase in age,
experience and knowledge and with
getting older, becoming more experienced
and their involvement with joints and
bones diseases, their point of view of work
will be changed.

Research findings in section of rural
women assumption of work and economic
activities, also indicates to the meanings
that include the women understandings of
making money side. These concepts also
include the rural women understandings of
other concepts such as housekeeping and
other part time activities.

The other part of the findings is a
confirmation to the concepts that is
connected to the impact of their gender on
their work and activities. In the other
words, the gender of persons determines
the amount and type of their participation
in economic activities and the way they
benefit from the gained profits. In rural
women viewpoint, their presence in
making money activities of the family only
means to help their husbands and does not
show their participation in activities side
by side of their husbands.

The accomplishments of wide range of
activities and simultaneously standing in

the lowest levels in making the decisions,
intervention and choice in family issues,
are from the other themes that include the
women assumption of work and activities.
The rural women do not perceive the
definition of hardship and difficulty in
their works and even in limited cases
especially when they are the head of the
house, they have to do activities such as
Masonry, extensive irrigation and even
plowing and they do not consider this as a
work for men.

The social aspect of work and Expansion
of women's communication network,
group and collective activities, benefiting
from protective resources and being
considered as protective source for the
family, Activity in the field of informal
works and positive feelings of being useful
in  communications network, simple
activities and no need for specialized skills
in order to live in the village and at the
same time paying attention to the necessity
of attaining specialized skills in order to
live in the city and most importantly,
different assumptions of social status in
harmony with benefiting from the
participation interests in works and
economic activities, all are considered as
the most important functions of such
dimension and the last concept of research
findings in the field of women assumption
of the work culture.
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