Autumn 2022. Vol 12. Issue 47

ISSN (Print): 2251-6735 - ISSN (Online): 2423-7051

Research Paper

Developing feasibility of women head of household self-employed Business
Continuity management scenarios by Future Study in Chardavol
Township)

Hossein Mehdizadeh®, Masomeh Jamshidi2, Alireza Jamshidi 2

V. Assistant Professor of Entrepreneurship and Rural Development, Ilam University, llam, Iran.

Y. Visiting professor of Rural Planning Entrepreneurship and Rural Development Department, llam
University, llam, Iran.

Y. Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Urmia
University, Urmia, Iran.

. : Abstract
iigg;ee%'_zg A%?ﬁe%gelr 2020 Futures Studies in Planping the Self—Emp!oyed Busines_ses Continuity for \{Vo_merj—
Pp- 213_'222 : Headed Households will find the key_ drivers, key variables, _and uncertamUe; in

) : the development of women's economic empowerment, and will shape the desired
. future management. The purpose of this study was to identify the factors affecting
: the management of women's self-employed business continuity management in
: Chardavol Township, identifying key variables and developing effective scenarios
: for its realization. The purpose of this study is practical and it is a descriptive-
: analytical research conducted with an interpretive structural approach in the form
. of MicMac software to measure the interactions of variables. Finally, using the
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e d : scenario wizard software, the best and most compatible planning scenario in the

e - ¢ future is presented. In terms of the nature of the data, this research is a combination
St : (quantitative and qualitative) and is based on documentary and survey data
':,'T""l“'n'-‘-.’-';"i ¢ collection method. Findings showed that the most important key variables
Ry e : affecting the management of business self-employment of these women are as

: follows: Social responsibility/loyalty of business women to the goals of the project,

) : the existence of a facilitator and support for businesses based on the logic of the
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: of support, the improvement of national governance and government support,
. market arrangements, the loyalty of support institutions to business owners,
: adjustment and reforming the island programs of women's employment agencies.
: Eventually, the results showed that out of the developed scenarios, there are 6
: scenarios with strong adaptation to the future of self-employed women business
: continuity management in Chardavol. Of the six scenarios mentioned, three
: scenarios one, two, and three are perfectly desirable, and scenario 1 is the best-
: case scenario of managing self-employed business continuity of women-headed
: households in Chardavol.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Women's empowerment strategy in Iran in the
form of various programs and initiatives by
institutions and organizations supporting
women such as the Imam Khomeini Relief
Foundation in the form of self-sufficiency plans
and the and the Welfare organization in the
form of employment plans, support groups and
Self-help groups have been implemented
(Jamshidi and Mahdizadeh, 2019: 71). The
outcome of the above schemes, at best, will lead
to women's self-employment and achievement
of self-sufficiency-empowerment goals. What
is important is to study and recognize the
components that ensure the continuity of self-
employment businesses started by women in
the face of various risks and inconveniences at
home and abroad, in economic, social and
Environmental and so on. Evidence shows the
failure of many self-employment and business
plans of women heads of households as the
poorest poor and their return to poverty (lbid,
102). However, many women heads of
households seeking self-sufficiency-
empowerment have set up businesses that have
been persistent and resilient over time in the
face of various adverse and disruptive
conditions and factors. Business continuity
management refers to a set of principles,
policies, and tools to support organizations to
maintain sensitive business processes in the
event of adverse events. The focus of business
continuity management is on high-impact, low-
probability disruptive events that leave
decision-makers with a very short reaction
time.

In order to provide the best feasibility scenarios
for managing the continuity of self-
employment businesses of women heads of
household in Chardavol Township and
achieving self-sufficiency and empowerment,
the following issues are raised:

- What are the most important effective
indicators for the feasibility of managing the
continuity of self-employment businesses of
women heads of household covered by support
institutions?

- What is the impact and effectiveness of each
of the studied indicators in the Township scale

(Chardavol Township)?

Journal of Regional Planning (Isuue 47, Autumn 2022)

- What are the best scenarios for achieving the
continuation of self-employment businesses for
women heads of households in Chardavol
Township?

Methodology

In terms of the nature of the data, this research
is a combination (quantitative and qualitative)
and is based on documentary and survey data
collection method. The present research method
has been done with an interpretive structural
approach in the form of Mick Mac software, in
order to measure the interaction effects of
variables. Finally, using the scenario wizard
software, the best and most compatible
planning scenario in the future is presented.
This research is combined in terms of the nature
of data and is based on the method of data
collection, documentation and survey. In order
to select the expert participants, purposive
sampling method was used and sampling was
continued until the theoretical saturation was
reached. The sample size is equal to 25
knowledgeable experts in the field of
employment and empowerment of women in
the institutions of the the Imam Khomeini
Relief Foundation and the Welfare Department
of llam Province, Technical and Vocational
Education Department, Agricultural Jihad
Office, Agricultural Bank, Omid
Entrepreneurship Fund, Bank Mehr and welfare
clinics affiliated with the Welfare Department
that are directly involved in women's self-
employment  programs and  economic
empowerment schemes and how their
businesses continue. In order to collect
information, first the qualitative method of in-
depth interview with the analysis units was used
and after the qualitative analysis of the
collected data by the method of
conceptualization and development of classes
and extraction of indicators (business
continuity), the researcher-made matrix
questionnaire Cross-analysis is designed. The
method of triangulation and using documentary
and library information, direct observation and
in-depth interviews were used to ensure the
validity of qualitative data.
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Results and Discussion

Findings showed that the most important key
variables affecting the management of business
self-employment of these women are as
follows: Social responsibility/loyalty of
business women to the goals of the project, the
existence of a facilitator and support for
businesses based on the logic of the business
ecosystem and regional advantage, the entry of
informal-local channels of support, the
improvement of national governance and
government support, market arrangements, the
loyalty of support institutions to business
owners, adjustment and reforming the island
programs of women's employment agencies.
Conclusion

Eventually, the results showed that out of the
developed scenarios, there are 6 scenarios with
strong adaptation to the future of self-employed
women business continuity management in
Chardavol. Of the six scenarios mentioned,
three scenarios one, two, and three are perfectly
desirable, and scenario 1 is the best-case
scenario of managing self-employed business
continuity of women-headed households in
Chardavol. Characteristics of Scenario 1 are as
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follows: In terms of social responsibility /
loyalty of women business owners to project
goals: Contrary to Jamshidi study, 2019: 37
Increased commitment of women applicants to
self-employment projects to loyalty to
commitments and goals Shows the plan, in
terms of facilitator and support for the business
run based on the logic of the business
ecosystem and regional advantage: as the
results of studies Jamshidi, 2017: 47; Jamshidi
and Mahdizadeh, 2019: 37 Emphasizes the
existence of committed facilitators and
supporters, in terms of the entry of informal-
local channels of support (local production
sharing / product sharing contracts): no
informal / local support, in terms of improved
governance National-Government  support
(guaranteed purchase of products, provision of
some inputs, pricing, etc.: Increased national
support, in terms of market arrangements:
growth of markets supporting the poor,) and
helping to overcome bottlenecks that prevent
the poor from entering new markets And are
mentioned in the study (Pour Asghar Sangachin
and Ramazani, 2016: 30).
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