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Due to the growth of urbanization in the last century and the emergence of socio-
economic and environmental issues and the decline in quality of life in
metropolitan areas, the creation of new cities as a necessity to absorb excess
urban population and to decentralize population and employment in the world
and in Iran has been proposed and executed. Today, after more than three
decades of the beginning of this policy and the passing of forecasting courses, it
is a good opportunity to evaluate and analyze the performance of these cities.
Therefore, the main goal of this article is to evaluate the population performance
of new cities in Iran. The type of applied research and its method is document-
analytical. in order to collect the information and data required by the seventeen
new cities of the country, the library studies, documents of development plans of
new cities and the results of the general population and housing census of 1385,
1390 and 1395 have been used. To investigate the relationship between
independent variables and dependent variables, Spearman's correlation
coefficient was used in Spss software environment.The results of the study
indicate that the population trend of new cities was increasing and their share of
the country's urban population has increased from 0.64 percent in 1385 to 0.85
percent in 1390 and 1.32 percent in 1395. The most important factor in this case
was the policy of creating Mehr housing in new cities. There is a significant
relationship and negative correlation between the variable of the distance of the
new city from the mother city with the variables of the number of the population
of the new city and to some extent the growth rate of the population of the new
city, and there is a direct relationship between the variable of the number of the
population of the mother city and the number of the population of the new city.
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With the rise of urbanization in the 20th
century, establishing new cities was deemed
necessary for population overflow, population
decentralization, and job creation. After World
War |1, new cities primarily served as a model
for addressing large cities' social, economic,
and environmental challenges. In Iran,
developing new towns dates back to the turn of
the  century. Political and military
considerations inform the development of new
cities in Iran. Before the Revolution, new towns
were frequently established to offer housing
and shelter for oil industry workers. After the
Revolution (beginning in the first part of the
1980s), new towns were created to decentralize
large cities, absorb their excess population,
relocate specific industries from large cities,
and provide homes for low-income workers.
The purpose of this research is to evaluate the
success rate of new cities in Iran in attracting
population and analyzing the factors affecting
their success or failure. In this regard, the main
guestion of the present research is how
successful the new cities of Iran have been in
attracting the population? And is there a
difference between them in terms of
demographics? And is there a significant
difference between the distance from the
mother city and the variables of the new city's
population, the population growth rate of the
new cities and the population feasibility of the
new cities?

The descriptive-analytical research method was
used according to the nature of the research.
The statistical community includes 17 new
towns in the country. The research variables are
the distance of the new city from the mother
city, the number of the population of the mother
city, the number of the population of the new
city, the growth rate of the population of the
new city, and the realizably of the population of
the new city. In order to collect the required
information and data, library studies,
documents of development and construction
plans of new cities, and the results of the
general population and housing census were
used. The predicted population for the new city
was extracted from the master plan of the new
cities and the population realization rate was

calculated. To investigate the relationship
between the variables, the scatter plot and
Spearman's correlation coefficient were used in
the Spss software environment. The spatial
distribution of new cities in the country and
their distance from the mother city were drawn
and displayed in the Arc Map software
environment.

In the 1980s, with population growth and
migration to cities, the creation of new cities
was proposed as an urban development
strategy. Of the 35 approved cities, 17 cities
with an initial capacity of 2.3 million people
entered the design stages, and the
implementation of some of them began in the
1970s. With the Mehr Housing Plan, their
population capacity reached 3.8 million people.
Settlement began in 1385 and by 1395, it
included 1.32 percent of the urban population.
During this period, the population growth rate
of new cities has been increasing, and its
average has been 72.9 percent, equivalent to 5
times the urban population growth rate. The
realizable population of new cities increased
from 13.4% in 2006 to 19.7% in 2011 to 20.5%
in 2016 (considering the modification of
comprehensive plans and population growth in
new towns). Andisheh, Parand, Sahand, Pardis,
and Sadra have attained the most significant
percentage of the population predicted in the
first approved comprehensive plan. In contrast,
the population acceptance of the new cities of
Alavi, Ramshar, and Shirinshahr has not been
very successful. The new town of Ramin is still
devoid of inhabitants. The population
acceptability and realization of new cities
decline with increasing distance from the
metropolis, and in 2006, 2011, and 2016. There
is a significant relationship and negative
correlation between the variable of the distance
of the new city from the mother city with the
variables of the number of the population of the
new city and to some extent the growth rate of
the population of the new city, and there is a
direct relationship between the variable of the
number of the population of the mother city and
the number of the population of the new city.

Conclusion

The results of the study indicate that the
population trend of new cities was increasing
and their share of the country's urban
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population has increased from 0.64 percent in
1385 to 0.85 percent in 1390 and 1.32 percent
in 1395. The new cities of Andishe, Parand,
Sahand, Pardis and Sadra have the highest
percentage of population realization and the
new cities of Alavi, Ramshar, Shirinshahr,
Ramin have not had much success in population
acceptance. The distance from the mother city
has played an important role in the population
acceptance and success of new cities, the role
of short distance from the mother city in the
relatively successful performance of the new
cities of Andisheh, Sadra and Sahand, and a
large distance from the mother city in the lack
of success of the new cities of Ramshar,
Binaloud and Majlisi in previous studies. is also
confirmed. In general, the new cities of Iran
have been unsuccessful in meeting the specified
demographic objectives and decentralization

from the central city. The population
acceptance of new cities has grown with the
building of Mehr Housing flats in these towns.
Perhaps the companies and entities responsible
for developing infrastructures and
superstructures  would  have  completed
integrated management, land preparation, and
service supply on time. New towns had a more
successful  performance in  population
acceptance. In conclusion, recommendations
are made for how to enhance the performance
of new towns, including rewriting the plan to
develop new cities, establishing new roles for
new cities on a regional scale, focusing on hew
towns as a complement and facilitator of the
urban regeneration process, and planning to
promote identity and culture and improve the
areas of belonging for the residents of new
towns.
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