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Construction and Investigation of the Psychometric
Properties of the Moral Characteristics Scale in Girls

Ali Khademi

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to construct and investigate the psychometric properties of
the Moral Characteristics Scale. The research method was correlational and exploratory
factor analysis. The study population included all female high school students in Urmia. In
this study, 528 people were selected by cluster sampling method and the Linden Moral
Characteristics Scale and Moral Transformation Test were used. In order to analyze the
data, exploratory factor analysis was used. Based on exploratory factor analysis, 12 ethical
factors were extracted based on punishment, reward, social approval, law, social contracts,
internalized ethics, command, cognitive inference, religious etiquette, observational
learning, moral sensitivity and moral executive skills. In total, the extracted factors were
able to explain 61.01% of the total variance of the test. Content validity, structural validity
and factor analysis were used to evaluate the validity of the questionnaire. The obtained
indices showed acceptable validity. Cronbach's alpha method was used to calculate the
reliability. The reliability of the whole scale was 0.72. The results of this study show that
the psychometric properties of the prepared scale have the necessary capabilities and can
be used in the field of measuring the moral characteristics of female high school students.
The existence of this instrument (scale) can be useful in producing research on the
psychology of ethics.

Keywords: Ethical Traits Scale, Validity, Reliability
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