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A Feminist Critical Approach
to the Sonnets of Simin Behbahani

*S. Tarbiat

Abstract

Feminism has been a social movement that, like.other developing schools in the West, first took
shape in arts and literature, and it then contributed to the social and political issues through literary
works. Therefore the concentration on the role of women has turned into one of the most serious
subjects in the contemporary poetry. Within this context a sonneteer like Simin Behbahani emerged
in the contemporary literature and changed the attitude of the society towards women, and depicted
women in a way that'it had never been noticed in the preceding Persian sonnets. The most impor-
tant works Behbahani has done is that she has presented women in a way that they would talk for
themselves and gain the power of expression.

Thus an attempt is:made in this article by the author to analyze few important sonnets of the
above-mentioned poet in order to display women’s role in the social life.

Keywords: Feminism, Women, Simin Behbahani, Feminist Criticism, Sonnet
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