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A Study of the Political, Cultural and Economic
Roles of the Women of the Abbasid Court

A. Gholami Firoozjaee*
N. Ghasemi**

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to study the political, cultural and economic roles of women in the
Abbasi court. The studied population included all political, cultural and economic roles of women
in the Abbasi court in the period of 132 to 334 AH. The sample subsumed the most significant roles
of women such as the bondwomen, caliphates’ mothers, the poetess and so on. The research was
designed as descriptive analytical type. To collect data library method was applied by referring
to books and scientific documents. The related to the subject and authentic data was analyzed via
analytical procedure considering the dominant discourse of the historical incidents era. The results
revealed that in Islamic realm specially from the Abbasid era, the societies were divided into different
groups and classes; each of them had a relatively important position, including women. The results
of preliminary study of the sources also indicated that some of the caliphates’ mothers and wives by
imposing their influence, political and economic potency in political arena; sometimes by expressing
sentiments, female jealousy, extravagance and sometimes by using reason and wisdom exerted
changes in destiny of caliphate successor, powerful political dynasties and wars and played roles in
political conspiracies. Some Abbasid women also took advantage of their court status and position
in the field of development, prosperity and charitable activities, and some of them showed off in the
cultural arena by composing rich poems.
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